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reasonable suspicion should be necessary
before a person is entitled to enter certain
places. I would therefore like the Minister
to give us some explanation of this in Com-
mittee or in his reply.

I know that this legislation is based upon
legislation in operation in the Eastern
States and is practically identical with it.
However, I still think we should not just
copy legislation from other places without
having a look at it. We have just bad an
instance of where we could be making mis-
takes by following that course.

There is another point to which I wish to
draw the attention of the Minister. If the
Minister refuses a license or a transfer of a
license, the applicant concerned has no
right of appeal to any other authority.
The Minister has dictatorial powers. We
know that he is a kindly person and does
not look like a dictator, but I still feel
there should be somae provision in the Bill
for an appeal. I would like the Minister
to consult the draftsman to see if this is
possible. An appeal could, for instance,
be made to a magistrate.

We know that if the Commissioner of
Police refuses to grant a driver's license, the
Person refused has the right to appeal to a
magistrate who then decides whether in
fact the applicant is a fit and proper
person to hold a license and whether justice
has been done by the withholding of the
license.

Apart from this point I have nothing but
Support for the Bill. It is vitally necessary
because in a few years artificial breeding
may have been developed on a commercial
basis and before that is done it is essential
that power is provided to control the users,
suppliers, and storers of semen. As this
Bill does give such powers to the board, I
support it.

MR. NALDER (Katanning-Minister for
Agriculture) ['11.6 p.m.]: I have made a
note of the points raised by the honourable
member. As I said when introducing this
Bill, it is designed to regulate the whole of
the activities of the artificial insemination
work being carried out in this State. A
meeting of the various authorities in all
States some years ago agreed that this
should be the basis of the extension of
artificial insemination work in every State
of Australia. As the honourable member
said, we are following legislation that has
been accepted in all the other States.

We have, of course, authority to change
the legislation if we feel it is necessary;
but I would like members to accept it as
it is and give it a trial run. If we find any
weaknesses in it we can amend it as
necessary.

As far as the appeal to the Minister Is
concerned, I would not know to whom any-
one would appeal. The honourable mem-
ber did not make any suggestion. This pro-
vision is contained in other legislation, but
I will have the point examined.

I believe we should accept this Bill and
give it aL trial and if subsequently it is found
by experience it Is necessary to amend it,
this can be done.

Question put and passed,
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by

Mr. Nalder (Minister for Agriculture), and
transmitted to the Council.

TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT BILL
(No. 3)

Returned
Bill returned from the Council with an

amendment.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

MR. BRAND (Greenough-Premier)
('11.12 p.m.J: I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until 11 a~m. tomorrow (Friday).

Mr. Graham: What is the intended
finishing time tomorrow?

Mr. BRAND: The finishing time will be
5 p.m.

Question Put and Passed.

House adjourned at 11.13 p.m.

1-.irgv ativr Aiwrmblu
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POSTPONEMENT OF QUESTIONS
The SPEAKER (Mr. flearmnan); I pro-

pose to follow the same practice which I
followed at this stage of the session last
year; namely, not to bother 'with Questions
now but to take them as soon as we con-
veniently can after afternoon tea. Ques-
tions without notice will be taken at the
same time.

Mr. Graham: The Daily News reporters
do not seem to like that.

LOAN BILL, f27,170,000
Introduction and First Reading

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr.
Nalder (Deputy Premier),* and read a first
time.

2857 WUNDOWIE CHARCOAL IRON AND
2168 STEEL INDUSTRY AGREEMENT
2658 BILL

2684
2685
am8
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2682
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Introduction and First Reading
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr. Court

(Minister for Industrial Development),
and read a first time.

ROAD CLOSURE BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed, from the 18th Nov-
ember, on the following motion by Mr.
Boveli (Minister for Lands):

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

2W8 MRt. HAWKE (Northam-Leader of the
Opposition) (11.9 am.): This is the usual
type of Bill to deal with the closure of

264roads and rights-of-way which comes be-
fore Parliament towards the end of each
session. I have had a look through the

263measure. Obviously it is one more for
the eonsideration of the members of the

2(83 electorates concerned. They would know
2633 whether the proposals in the Bill in con-

nection with their individual electorates
are justified.

2684
2684

2685

2683

2684

2683

2683

The SPEAKER (Mr. Hearman) took the
Chair at 11 a.m.. and read prayers.

No doubt the local authorities concerned
have approved all the proposals. The only
other comment I would like to make is
that I think more information could be
made available in connection with Bills of
this type in future sessions, so that every
member of this House will know approxi-
mately where the roads and rights-of-way
are situated. If members look at the
schedule they will in most instances not
have a clue as to the locations of the 18
items referred to. I suggest an explana-
tory memorandum could be Printed and
attached to each copy of these Hills. set-
ting out briefly the approximate location
of the land in question, thus giving mem-
bers a much better appreciation of what
Is proposed, more especially as the Bill
before us was introduced yesterday, and
comes up for decision by members today.
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There would not be more than one mem-
ber in the House-maybe not even one-
who would know with any degree of ac-
curacy where these rights-of-way and the
16 items referred to in the schedule are
located. No doubt the proposals in the
Bill have been very carefully examined
by the appropriate officers in the Lands
Department, and have been approved by
the local authorities concerned. After this
it becomes the responsibility of the mem-
ber of the particular electorate concerned
to say anything be has to say on the rele-
vant item.

MR. BOVELL (Vasse--Minister for
Lands) [11.12 a.m.]: I thank the Leader
of the Opposition for his comments. I1 have
always advocated that as much informa-
tion as possible be conveyed to Parliament.
In this instance, whilst the information
might not have been brought to the notice
of the Leader of the Opposition. I have
circulated lithos which indicate the exact
Positions of the rights-of-way to be closed.
I do not think it is practical to include
such Information in the Bill.

However, the lithos would indicate to
the members concerned the location of the
roads and rights-of-way. The comments
of the leader of the Opposition will be
considered, and if further information can
be made available in the future it will
certalnly be submitted to Parliament.

Question out and Passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, en motion by

Mr. Bovell (Minister for Lands),* and trans-
mitted to the Council.

CAVES HOUSE DISPOSAL BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed, from the lath Novem-
ber. on the following motion by Mr. Bovell
(Minister for Lands):-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

MR. HAWKE (Northam-Leader of the
Opposition) tl1.17 ajm.]: This Bill pro-
poses to obtain authorit from Parliament
to dispose of a fairly substantial part of
an "A"-clms reserve. upon which the Caves
House Hotel is located. This hotel has been
established on this land for a good number
of years, and has been operated by the
State through managers appointed from
time to time.

It is a piece of history which, to some
extent, it is appropriate and important for
me to point out that the present Controller
of Parliament House. Perth, was the man-
ager of Caves House back in the 1930s,
and I was a guest in that hotel during his

period of managership. My impression of
the hotel and its management was excep-
tionally good.

I did not have the opportunity to hear
the Minister Put up the case in favour of
the proposal in this Bill. Presumably the
Purpose of the Government is to sell this
land to a private company or individual.

Mr. novell: The Present lessee has in-
dicated that, because of economic problems.
he cannot carry on and he will have to
forfeit his lease.

Mr. HAWKE: This will mean, should
Parliament approve of the proposal in the
Bill, the 30-odd acres of this "A"-clas
reserve and the building upon It will for
all time be lost to the State and to the
Public. It Is most unfortunate this move
should be contemplated; and even more
unfortunate the Government should bring
legislation to Parliament to achieve this
object. There is far too little "All-class
reserve land in Western Australia. If we
look ahead any number of years we can,
if we take a practical view, see an increas-
ing need, not only for all existing "A"-class
reserves, but for additional land to be
dedicated as such.

The Minister told us the present lessee
of Caves House has advised the Govern-
ment he is not able any longer to carr
on as lessee of the premises. It would be
interesting to know whether the Govern-
ment has made any other effort to obtain
a new lessee. I would wish to know
whether the Government has advertised
to give other people in the community who
might be Interested In taking over a lease
of this business the opportunity to enter
into negotiation with the Government for
the purpose of seeing whether a satiasa-
tory lease could not be negotiated and the
land-the 30-odd acres of "A"'-clnss re-
serve-be retained under that title.

It is a backward step. in MY view, to
sell for all time "A"-class reserve land:
and this would apply particularly, I should
think, to "All-class reserve land located
where this land is located. I know it could
be said the land and buildings, when sold.
would continue to be operated as a tourist
centre and a tourist resort. The whole
set-up might conceivably be improved by
the expenditure of additional Capital in
relation to the present buildings and ad-
ditions thereto, and also maybe in relation
to the establishment of other amenities on
the additional land which is to be sold
with the hotel buildings.

Unfortunately, once this land is sold it
has gone for all time and no member of
the public will have the right to have
access to the land afterwards without Pay-
ment, either for refreshments, lodgings, Or
both. So the step which this Bill is asking
Parliament to take is an exceptionally
serious one because it is Proposing to
reduce the area of "A"-class reserve land
available in Western Australia to the people
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of this State. Because that important prin-
ciple is involved. I am not able to see my
way clear to support this Bill.

MR. JAMTESON (Beeloo) (11.24 a.m.l:
1, too, having had some past experience
of staying at Caves House, would like to
raise objections to this proposal, As I
understand from the Minister's Interjec-
tion to the Leader of the Opposition, the
present leaseholder is experiencing diffi-
culty in carrying on. It would appear to
me, if that is the case, the possibility
of some private Individual carrying the
place on, even If it were sold as a distinct
hazard, should be considered.

I feel this is one of the areas where
tourist development is most important;
and, even though it might mean expendi-
tine by the Tourist Development Author-
ity, which is a Government instru-
mentality, to assist to carry on this place
for the time being until our tourist num-
bers increase to the stage when the
expenditure would be no longer a drain,
that would be justifiable expenditure on
the part of any Government.

it Is true, as the Leader of the Opposi-
tion said, once this place is sold, with all
the charm of the natural valley on top
of which It is situated, and other associ-
ated features, it will become some private
show. If it were not run as an hotel, It
could eventually become a private resi-
dence, which would be very nice in this
situation; or some private company might
obtain it for a particular purpose.

Caves House is a feature of this State
which should be retained under State
control, as has been the case for a long
time. it has never been a heavy drain on
the finances of the State: but this ares
is In need of a good-clas hotel. In my
opinion, this hotel, by comparison with
many of the hotels in the southern parts
of the State, is one of good class. It has
much charm of its own and is a place
which anybody who has stayed there Will
remember for its surroundings and the
service provided.

it is a hotel only in a secondary way
and has never had a large bar
trade there because there is not a great
population in the area. As a consequence,
that side of the transaction has not been
as lucrative as it possibly could have been
if there had been a greater population.
However, with the advent of more people,
motor vehicles, and the popularity of the
Yallingup area itself, I feel, the most diffi-
cult stage in the career of this hotel must
have passed and the Government would
be quite justified in retaining Caves House
as it is for tourist developmental purposes
and not pass it on to any obscure future
it may have under the proposal the Min-
ister has put forward.

As a consequence, I am Inclined to
oppose this Bill and hope the Govern-
ment will have second thoughts on

it, even if it means trying to interest one
of the tour promotion companies into
doing something about taking Caves House
over. I do not think this presents any
insurmountable difficulties A great num-
ber of coach tours are now coming through
from the Eastern States and we could
possibly reach the stage where, after a
little organisa tion, accommodation could
be fully occupied every night of the week.
This could happen within the next few
years. So I suggest that the Minister have
more thoughts on this proposition rather
than let It become the problem it has to
the leaseholder. The present attitude of
"Let us get rid of it and forget all about
it' is not the procedure to be adopted
with a place such as this.

I feel strongly about the proposition,
and would be opposed to Caves House
being disposed of with the possibility of
its ultimate closure.

MR.' DAVIES (Victoria Park) [11.29
a.m.) Like previous speakers I, too, op-
pose this Bill. I believe it Is evidence
that the Government's policy in this re-
gard has been a failure.

I can remember the time when it was
difficult for anybody to obtain a booking
at Yallingup: but now, apparently, it is
quite easy. This means that either the
general popularity of the place has de-
clined in favouir of some of the other
more publicised places, or the standard
of the service provided for the public at
Yallingup has fallen to such a degree
that people are no longer interested In
going there.

We have before us at the present time
a measure under which the Goverrnent
Is to advance money to assist hotels to
upgrade their standard, and It seems
strange to me that this very valuable
asset of the State is going to pass from
the control of the State on the one hand,
yet on the other hand the Government is
anxious to take advantage of legislation
wich will permit a body under Govern-
ment sponsorship to lend money to hotels
to improve their standard.

I think the part of the State on which
this hotel is located Is one of the most
attractive In the State. I understand
that the caves are excellent by any stan-
dards and that a lot more could be done to
make Caves House a paying proposition.
If the present lessee of Caves House has
been unable to run it profitably, like the
Leader of the opposition I would like to
know what has been done to appoint
someone to run it profitably.

I am a little concerned about these
natural tourist attractions passing from
the control of the State. I feel that we
are probably getting to the stage which
has been reached in America. If the
Premier were in the House I am sure he
would agree that there are very few places
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in America-even natural attractions-
which can be seen witbout the payment
of some kind of fee. Indeed tbe only
place I found in America was the Garden
of the Gods in Colorado, a very pretty
area of the country which is controlled
by the State of Colorado. It was the
only place where I did not have to pay
to view the attractions provided. In that
case the position was exactly in reverse.
It had been privately-owned property and
was handed back to the State on the con-
dition that no charge was ever to be made
for admittance.

I can imagine the position which will
be reached in Western Australia if our
very beautiful and natural assets Pass to
Private enterprise. Private enterprise is
certainly going to be interested in making
a dollar and before long it will be very
expensive for the tourist to move around
the State to see what we have to offer.

I repeat, it is evidence of the failure
of the Government's policy in regard to
State hotels and Particularly to Yallingup
and I would certainly be opposed to Caves
House being disposed of to private enter-
prise, particularly as no plan has been
submitted to the House. We may have
been able to give it more sympathetic
consideration if the Minister had pre-
sented a plan to us and explained the
conditions under which Caves House would
be disposed of. He could have told us,
for Instance, what kind of place we could
expect in future and the effect of the
disposal upon the people of the State.

However, under this Bill a carte blanche
has been given to the Government and
we do not know what will happen. Until
such time as I do know, I will oppose the
Bll.

MR. GUTHRIE (Subiaco) [11.34 am]:
As I visit Caves House quite frequently
and, as the Minister knows, spend some
three or four weeks in his electorate each
year, I see a great deal of It and the de-
velopment of the tourist facilities in the
general Busselton area. I can appreciate
the difficulties which anyone running
Caves House must experience.

The first difficulty is its extremely ex-
tensive grounds. They are very lovely
grounds and far finer than those of any
other hotel I can think of in Western
Australia. However, they are expensive
to the management. The second and most
major problem it faces is that it is not
strategically Placed. I have stayed there
many times, the first occasion being in
1917, and I have seen it change over the
years. I have stayed there twice in the last
four or five years, and I have learnt that i
is the wrong place to stay at when one is
visiting the Minister's electorate.

It is in the wrong position and it means
that when a person goes for various trips
he does an unprofitable drive of something
Ike 30 miles to get to some other beauty

spot in the locality and a Person gets sick
and tired, quite honestly, of driving the
stretch fronm the house to the Junction
of Bussell Highway and the Yalllngup
Road. There are now in existence, as the
Minister knows, between Busselton and
the Junction of that highway, quite a
number of modemn first-class motels. If
I were advising anyone to pay a visit to
that area-and I certainly would because
it is lovely scenery-I would definitely
advise that person to stay at one of the
motels, thus obviating the unprofitable
drive each day.

Another point is that it is not on a
through highway that leads anywhere, and
consequently the bar trade cannot be built
up with the passing traffic.

Mr. Jamieson: The eaves road must be
developed.

Mr. GUTHREIE: If the member for
Beeloo will let me finish, I will say It
may be developed in the years to come,
but it has been developing very slowly.
The road is nicely biturninised right down
to about Ellen Brook, if I1 remember cor-
rectly, and then it gets smaller and smal-
ler until it becomes a mere bush track.

Mr. Jamieson: it is a magnifielent
drive.

Mr. GUTHRIE: I agree. It has some
of the most beautiful scenery in the State
and there are some of the finest wild-
flowers along that drive too. However, the
road does not impress anyone because it
does not lead on. if a person is going to
Augusta he goes on the main highway and
if the road to Caves House went right
through to Augusta, Caves House would
have a greater future. But I do see some
very lean years In front of anyone con-
ducting Caves House. Even though the
closure of Caves House in many ways
would be a tragedy, it does not mean that
the tourists will be neglected because so
many other facilities have been developed
in recent years which are now in competi-
tion with Caves House, competition it did
not have even five or six years ago.

Mr. Davies: What is the standard of
the hotel like? I have never stayed there.

Mr. GUTHRIE: The hotel itself Is very
good and consists of two buildings. As
members know, it has a fine brick build-
ing on one Part and an old wooden struc-
ture on another.

Mr. Jamieson: That was the old Caves
House.

Mr. GUTHRIE: Part of it. The original
Caves House consisted of two wooden
structures, and they were there In 1917.
One of them was burnt down, and the
part not burnt is still there. When I stayed
there with my family about 10 years ago,
I was required to stay in the wooden struc-
ture. This was, incidentally, when Caves
House was under tourist control and with
children I was not permitted to stay in
the brick portion.
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That was a factor that did not help at
all. The conditions in the old wooden
structure are pleasant enough for a family
on holiday, but they are not the quality
conditions applying in the brick structure.
I have stayed in both buildings. As a
hotel and a place to stay, when run by the
Government and when run by the present
lessee, the standard was very high, but I
can see the commercial difficulties which
face it because it has now some real com-
petition.

Mr. Davies: It is a great place for
honeymooners.

Mr. GUTHRIE: That is true; but these
days honeymooners scatter around on
wheels all over the place. There are so
many good roads that they do not stay
at any one Particular spot any longer.
Also, they used to have a lovely drive lead-
ing south from Yallingup, but that has
now become a boulevard and they have
to drive 20 miles to find a secluded spot.

Mr. Davies: Caves House was popular
because it was secluded.

Mr. GUTHlRIE: I do not know what the
member for Victoria Park would know
about this subject; I should have thought
that he would remain quiet and leave such
comments to us experienced people.

Mr. Bickerton, Probably if the Minister
had been married he never would have
braugh this Bill down.

Mr. GUTHRtIE: That might be so. How-
ever, I do feel that there are real reasons
for any lessee running into difficulties.
not the least of which are the Problem
of location and the problem of comrpeti-
tion.

MR. ELLIOTT (Canning) [11.41 a.m.]:
Like other members who have spoken, I,
too, am not without some knowledge of
Caves House.

Mr. Jamieson: Honeymooning?
Mr. ELLIOTT: Yes; the member for

Beelco is quite correct. I think that if
you were to ask the same question of other
members, you would receive the same
answer.

Mr. Hawke: No wonder the place is
going down'

Mr. ELLIfOTT: The member for Sublaco
very rightly pointed out that many prob-
lems face those who take on this hotel.
Perhaps he might have overlooked the
major problem, which is the number of
staff required to maintain it. In
answer to a question which I had asked
regarding the present standard of hotels.
I received some interesting replies. I have
a very close relative who stayed at the
Caves House during the last two or three
weeks, and I am told that the standard
is very good in that establishment.

At Caves House the position exists where
a staff has to be maintained to cope with
100 guests one night, and only six or seven

the following night. That is the point.
A big staff must be maintained or the
establishment cannot be operated effi-
ciently. This matter could be overcome
in'some places by employing part-time
labour. But in the case of Yallingup there
are insufficient casual workers available
to maintain a work force,

I will go along with the member for
Beelco in so far as he suggests that the
logical organisation to which to sell the
establishment could be one with a tourist
tie-up. I feel he Is correct in that sugges-
tion. A tourist organisation specialising
in providing accommodation could perhaps
make full use of the facilities at Caves
House. I am in support of the Bill.

MR. KELLY (Merredin-Yilgarn) [11.43
a.m.]: I am very concerned at the Coy-
ermnent's attitude in regard to "A"-olass
reserves if this Bill is to be any Indication
of events likely to follow the matter before
the H-ouse at the present time. I am par-
ticularly opposed to the release of what is
known as the Caves House reserve. I
think this is one of the most valuable
and historic reserves in Western Australia
because of its association, particularly,
with the caves through that area, and the
great attraction those caves have proved
over a period of years. Those caves at
Yallingup are world-renowned in some of
the aspects that are so promninent.

I realise that the Minister for Lands
is acting not totally on his own behalf in
this case, but because of circumstances
which have been more or less forced on
him through the desires of another de-
partment. But I cannot agree under any
circumstances that the disposal of 10 acres
of reserve land is a necessity. I do not
think this is the only answer to the prob-
lem which faces the Government and the
problem which has apparently arisen with
the lessees of the Caves House. There are
several other solutions. I am wondering
just what is behind a decision of this kind
brought to the House as it has been under
the conditions we are now having to con-
sider.

This problem has developed after a
period of only five years of a seven-year
lease. The lease was granted originally
after three other persons had applied for
the right to control sad run Caves House
and the out-buildings associated at that
time with the establishment. As often
happens, the Government accepted the
highest tender. There is nothing to say the
highest tenderer was going to be the most
successful tend erer. I do not know what
degree of examination the people who
applied had been subject to in So far as
their application went. But it is perfectly
evident that the lessees have not made a
success of it. I am not casting any dis-
paraging reflection on them whatever.
They could be the most capable and com-
petent people to have in the Job, but on
the other hand they may not be.
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There are many aspects of handling
catering houses when it cornea to public
appeal. The present problem could be
due to the circumstances surrounding the
successful lessees or because of something
they may lack in their public approach.
They may lack it from a business point of
view or there may be any number of
reasons why the Caves House proposition
is not flourishing as well as it should be.
I would not know the answer

I do know that there are several solu-
tions. The Government is undertaking to
dispose of this area of 10 acres of land,
which includes the portion which Is to be
continued as a caravan park; but we have
not been given any indication whatever-
supposing this House did decide to give
the Government the right to dispose of
portion of this "A"-class reserve-that
the whole matter of the Caves House will
be placed in the melting pot for further
consideration as to the future tenure of
the property.

We have not been told whether there is
a likelihood of new applications being
called, However, there does appear to be
every Indication that the present lessees
would be the ones to be the successful pur-
chasers. That would be totally unfair.
Because of the conditions which would
apply once this portion of the "A"-class
reserve at Yallingup became subject- to
disposal by the Government, there would
not be only two or three applicants; there
would probably be 15 or 20. The con-
ditions would be entirely different from
what they were in the days when the
time of the lease was for a set number
of years.

I think this is an infamous method of
endeavouring to get control of an "A"-
class reserve and to act without Parlia-
ment's consent knowing that it would be
a portion of land divorced from the "A"-
class reserve. It would then be in the
Government's bands to do what it liked
with this 10 or 15 acres, or whatever the
area is. I think that is entirely wrong.
it would be dishonest to do anything like
that. it has always been a principle with
all Governments over the years, when
there is anything to sell, to call tenders;
but In this case we have been given no
indication that there is any likelihood of
tenders being called. However, there Isevery Indication that the Government Will
dispose of this very valuable and histori-
cal property to the present lessees because
they have been unable to capitalise on the
opportunity they have had over the last
five years. and have threatened the
Government-I do not know whether
"threatened" in the right word-or they
have indicated to the Government that
they are not interested in this property
beyond March 1966.

They may not be prepared to carry on
under the existing conditions and what
has brought this to a head is not that the

rental is too high, not that there are any
other extenuating circumstances, but
simply that the Licensing Court has de-
manded certain improvements. Goodness
gracious me, surely the Government could
soft-pedal that aspect! After all, the
Licensing Court is subject to the Govern-
ment and surely it could soft-pedal on the.
necessity to put in expensive and elaborate
Improvements and alterations immedi-
ately. We know there are probably 50
hotels in western Australia at the present;
time which, in regard to improvements,
have been operating on a deferred basis.

Mr. Bovell: You are not suggesting that
the Government influence the Licensing
Court for its own purposes, surely?

Mr. KELLY: I am suggesting that the
Licensing Court should not require them
to be done immediately because I can.
quote many instances of where the Liens-
Ing Court has, over a period of 10 or 15
years, served notices on various hotel
owners that certain things had to be done,
but they still remain to be done. Each
year when their licenses come up for re-
view these hotel owners get out of having
to do the improvements by presenting
their cases, stating that they cannot afford.
to do the work, and that there is no justi-
fication for it at the present time. The
Government could do the same thing and
that is one way in which the matter could
be resolved.

The present licensees are faced with arn
expenditure that is probably more than
they can meet at the moment. I think
the Minnister said it was beyond their
financial capacity to pay for these im-
provements. But surely to goodness some-
thing could be done about that! This is
a public utility and, after all, it is owned
by the people of Western Australia. It
is not owned by this Government just the
same as it has never been owned by any
previous Government. It has been a pub-
lic utility for years and to think the Gov-
ermnent is now prepared to sacrifice it
is beyond comprehension. I would be very
loth to think that any member in this
House would agree to anything of this
kind, because of the implications involved.
We do not have to think only of this in-
stance; we have to remember that if we
set a precedent like this there are hun-
dreds of other reserves in Western Aus-
tralia which could be affected.

At the moment we have approximately
3,500,000 acres of flora, fauna, mining, and
various other types of reserves; and I am
sure stronger cases could be put forward
by many people requiring extra land for
some purpose or other for the sale of cer-
tain reserves than can be done in this
instance. I was not here earlier and I
do not know the feelings of those who have
already spoken on this measure, but IE
would be very sorry to think that some
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members who are sitting on the Govern-
-ment side had revised their opinions re-
garding the disposal of "A"-class reserves;
because I can remember a number of them
were directly opposed to the proposition
which was put forward in regard to King's
Park a few years ago. I would be sorry
to hear that their attitude had changed
Purely for a matter of convenience.

Mr. Bovell: King's Park is not a busi-
ness organisation.

Mr. KELLY: King's Park is an "All-
-class reserve, and it is on that basis that
we in this House debated, over a. long
period, the rights and wrongs, of the case.
'The Minister who is in charge of this Bill
was one who was very emphatic that under
no circumstances should any portion of
King's Park be alienated for the purpose
of buildings of any kind.

Mr. Bovell: That's a different matter.
Mr. KELLY: It is not a different matter

'at all; the same circumstances applied in
that instance as apply in the case before us.

Mr. Rowberry: The restaurant in King's
Park Is a commercial enterprise.

Mr. KELLY: However, in the case of
K~ing's Park, which is also an "A'-class
reserve it had a particular appeal about It
that was suitable to the intentions of the
times.

Mr. W. Hegney: You are on thin Iee
mlow!

Mr. KELLYT: No; I am not on thin ice.
In that instance nothing was being given
:away or sold and, after all, we were not
taking from King's Park any part of the
reserve. The proposal was to put a swim-
ming pool and buildings in the park, with
Parking space and other necessary im-
Provements for the public's convenience.
B3ut in this Instance we are taking from
the People of Western Australia something
that is rightfully theirs. It is their heri-
tage.

Mr. W. Hegney: That's the point.

Mr. KELLY: Therefore, to that extent,
the two matters are entirely different.I
am surprised at the Minister because I
know his feelings regarding "A"-class
reserves, and the sanctity with which he
surrounds them. I know him to be genu-
inely engrossed in his desire to retain "A"-
class reserves as reserves, and I know his
department Is very keen to retain all of
these huge reserves which have been prom-
iscuously set aside. I say "Promiscuously"
because I know that as far as the various
departments which have fisheries, fauna.
flora, and other reserves under their control
are concerned it is usually only a matter of
the departmental head putting forward to
the Minister, on the recommendation of a
Junior officer, a proposal that a certain
area be set aside as a reserve and in most
cases the Minister agrees.

Frequently reserves are set aside for a.
specific Purpose without any very close
examination being made of the reason for
it. I know in one particular Instance, In
the Hopetoun district, a big area of land-
somewhere in the vicinity of 580.000 to
700,000 acres--was set aside as a flora and
fauna reserve without there being any in-
dication whatever of any worth-while flora
or fauna existing there. Simply because
the land was lying idle at the time-farm-
ing had not come Into its own as It has
done in recent years-it was set aside as a
reserve. I admit I had something to do
with it, and I also admit that the amount
of investigation that took Place in that
instance was negligible. The same thing
applies today and we have had similar
instances in recent times.

This method of putting aside reserves is
entirely wrong, but when we come to con-
sider an "A"-class reserve which comes
under a more important category and we
are prepared to sacrifice something which
belongs to Western Australia as a whole to
meet an individual circumstance, great
consideration must be given to the question.
following which I hope the Minister will
have second thoughts about the matter.

I can assure him that although It is only
a few hours since this Bill was introduced
in the House, there are many people who
recognise the great dangers that exist by
taking such a step.

Mr. Bovell: If those People are prepared
to Provide the finance to the Government
to keep it going we might have another
look at It.

Mr. KELLY: The Minister, when he in-
troduced the Bill, did not even indicate that
to us, and even in that regard the proposi-
tion is Infamous. Is the Minister intending
to hand this land over to the lessee because
the Government cannot do anything with
it?

Mr. Boveli: We are not going to band It
over to anybody.

Mr. KELLY: If he called tenders today
the Minister would find that there would
be many people prepared to take it over.
Another reserve which comes under the
Jurisdiction of the Minister is Rottnest
Island. When we leased the hostel origin-
ally the opinion was held that the lessee at
that time was the acme of Perfection; that
he had no peer, and that he was indis-
pensable.

Mr. Bovell: Rottnest Hostel has always
been a profitable concern, which Is not So
with Caves House.

Mr. KELLY: When the board had to
consider the future of the hostel at Rott-
nest and decide whether it would call
tenders for the leasing of it, the board had
to accept the alternative of getting some-
one other than the existing lessee and now
the Person who holds the lease is far better
than the one who Previously held it.
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Mr. Bovell: There is no comparison be-
tween the two Places. Rotinest Hostel is
a Profitable concern.

Mr. KELLY: There were times when It
was not Profitable.

Mr. Bovell: It was not at that particular
time.

Mr. KELLY: I know you are going to tell
me I am off the track, Mr. Speaker, but
the case I am referring to now Is parallel
with the one referred to in the Bill, and the
Minister must be reminded of this, because
evidently he has forgotten what existed in
the Past and that which still exists. Even
at the present moment, in discussing this
matter, it is closely bound up with the
same principle. Therefore, unless the Gov-
ernment has some ulterior motive in bring-
ing this Bill forward, it should not be pro-
ceeded with further. If the Minister has
full regard for preserving "A"-class re-
serves he will withdraw the Bill without
any further delay.

MR. ROWBERRY (Warren) [12.4 p.m.):
I, too, would like to say a few words on this
proposal, relating to the disposal of por-
tions of Reserves Nos. 842? and 17695 at
Yallingup. The question which immedi-
ately springs to my mind is: Dispose of to
whom? The Minister has told us, both in
his second reading speech when introducing
the Bill, and by way of Interjection during
the speeches made by members this morn-
ing that Caves House is most unprofitable;
in fact, so unprofitable that the present
leaseholder desires to quit the premises.
If it is so unprofitable who will buy it? To
whom can we dispose of it? The Minister
Is not a very good salesman.

Mr. Bovell: I have never professed to be.

Mr. RGWBERH.Y: Apparently he has
been impressed by the sort of salesmanship
the Minister for Industrial Development
has shown when disposing of Government
enterprises. The Minister keeps on saying
that Caves House is most unprofitable as a
commercial enterprise and yet the Bill is
designed to dispose of it to somebody else.
In' my view he is not giving much en-
couragement to anybody to take this estab-
lishmbnt over from the Govenment.

Why is it necessary to dispose of the
heritage of the people at the same time?
Why is it necessary to deprive the public of
the use of an "A"-class reserve which was
set apart "for the protection and preserva-
tion of caves and flora and health and plea-
sure resort" so that it can be used for some
other purpose, or be the subject of some
other proposition? I wonder whether there
has been any reference to Caves House
being a honeymoon resort, and whether a
honeymoon resort is classified in the Bill as
coming under the headings of health, flora,
or pleasure.

I listened with interest to some members
putting up the proposition that the reason
why Caves House is not profitable Is that
the licensed part of the premises was
in a run-down condition and required reno-
vation and a good deal of repair following
an order issued by the Licensing Court,

It was also said that because there was
such a large residential section which re-
quired the attendance of a large staff, it
was not possible to recoup the losses of the
residential part of the hostel from the pro-
fits that were made in the licensed portion
of the premises. This is what usually occurs
In all hotel premises. I suggest to the
House that we should look at this proposi-
tion with a certain-I was nearly going to
say "suspiclon"-degree of critical analysis.

At present there Is a move afoot to enable
licensed premises to be assisted so that
establishments can be rehabilitated and UP-
graded by grants from the Tourist Devel-
opment Authority. In considering this Bill.
which seeks to grant the Minister permis-
sion to dispose of Caves House and the "A"-
class reserve, I am wondering why there Is
any necessity to lump the two together, un-
less the reserve has been thrown In as an
incentive, or as aL bargain. In the event
of this having been done, whoever gets
this valuable property-even though the
Minister does not belive it is it must be
valuable because private enterprise is not
interested in anything that Is unprofitable
-could obtain assistance from the Tourist
Development Authority to up-grade and
renovate the premises and so make the
proposition payable.

We must take these points Into con-
sideration, I view with great suspicion the
motives behind the Bill, and because of that
I intend to oppose it,

MR. BOVELL (Vasse-Minister for
Lands) [12.9 p.m.): I have listened with
great interest to the comiments that have
been made by the various speakers. All
members on the opposite side of the House,
have opposed the Bill. The simple fact of
this matter is that Caves House has never,
to any degree, been a profitable undertak-
Ing. If it has ever been, I cannot recall
the occasion, and it was conducted by the
Government for many years.

I admit it is a delightful place; it could
not be situated in a better part of the
State, because it is a part which I have the
honour to represent. The Government,
however, must face the issule of finance
in this regard. The Government endeav-
oured to have Caves H-ouse continued as
a Class "A" reserve by way of lease, bat
the proposal did not prove successful.

The Leader of the Opposition referred
to the history of the area, and to Caves
House generally, and the overall very ex-
cellent management that Caves House has
been under, I can go back to my boyhood
days when Caves House was in the old
building.
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Mr. Hawke: What a memory!
Mr. BOVELL: They are very pleasant

memories Indeed, but I am not going to
recount them now. I could go gack to
the days of the late Mr. Batho, who was
the first manager I can recollect in 1918.
Caves House has always been acknow-
ledged as a very well-managed establish-
ment.

The Leader of the Opposition also re-
ferred to approximately 30 acres, but the
actual area to be offered in freehold i 10
acres; that is the area where the buildings
stand-the other area Is where the caravan
park and associated facilities are at
present. I think I Indicated in my second
reading speech that this area could be
leased to the successful purchaser of the
10-acre site. I

Mr. Kelly: How would that 10 acres be
sold? You have not given us an indication
of that.

Mr, BOVELL: The Government will give
attention to the sale of the area, and will
negotiate for the best possible return to
the Treasury.

Mr. Kelly: Will other people be given
an opportunity to purchase besides those
there now?

Mr. BOVELL: I cannot speak for the
Chief Secretary but, speaking as a member
of the Government, I will say that an
opportunity will be given to people who
desire to purchase this area. They will all
be considered in the proposal. The Chief
Secretary is away today and I cannot speak
for him.

As a member of the Government I can
say that we will take every step to see
that if the Caves House area is disposed
of the best possible price for it will be
obtained. There will be no handout to
any one organisation without others being
given an opportunity to acquire it.

Mr. Tonkin: I hope we can place more
reliance on that assurance than we have
been able to place on some others we have
had here.

Mr. BOVELL: Reference has been made
to the leasing of the property. In my
second reading speech I mentioned that
applications for the lease of Caves House
were advertised and called throughout
Australia. Only four applications were
received. Very little interest was displayed
in the proposal to lease Caves House.

Mr. Kelly: There are different circum-
stances when You freehold it.

Mr. BOVELL: The lessees have endeav-
oured to make the place more attractive.
They put down bowling greens and con-
structed a roadway with much closer access
to the sea. Many other amenities have been
established since the present lessees
have been there, but they still submit
there are difficulties connected with

financing the proposal. This is not on
their say-so alotie. The Treasury has had
a very close examination made of the
accounts of the lessees, and a departmental
committee comprising the Under-
Treasurer, the Under-Secretary, Chief
Secretary's department, and the Under-
Secretary for Lands have fully investigated
this matter over several months with a
view to establishing whether it would be
possible for the lease to continue; so
much so that concessions have been made
-as I indicated in my second reading
speech-in regard to rentals; and certain
Government expenditure has been directed
towards the septic system, and so on. So
it Is not without a full investigation that
this proposal has been placed before Par-
liament.

Mr. Hawke: Would the present lessee
be interested In taking the property over
on a freehold basis?

Mr. BOVELL: I cannot answer that. I
have no indication that he wishes to take
It over on a freehold basis. From the
records available to me there has been no
suggestion that he will take it over:. but
what the position is I cannot say. I
can only say that I know of no approach
by the lessee and his wife-whom I know
personally, because they are in the area
I1 represent--to take the site over in free-
hold. What the position will be when
it is made available I do not know; but
there has been no approach to me, nor
do I have knowledge of an approach to
anybody else for the present lessees to
purchase the area in freehold.

Mr. Hawke: There is no need to nag
me about it.

Mr. BOVELL: I did not intend to nag
the Leader of the Opposition. By the way,
I understand that interjections are dis-
orderly, and I have had quite a few of
them.

I would particularly like to thank the
member for Sublaco and the member for
Canning for their practical approach to
this measure. It is no delight for me,
with my long association with this area,
to be the Minister who has to deal with
the matter. But we must make a Practical
approach to problems that arise from time
to time; and the Government cannot con-
tribute funds towards ventures of this
nature when money is required for schools,
hospitals, and other essential things.

Mr. Bickerton; Will You call public
tenders for the sale? You can tell me
without a long explanation.

Mr. BOVEML: As I have said, the matter
of the sale is for decision by the Chief
Secretary. I do not intend now, or at any
time, to commit somebody else. I have
already told the House my own attitude in
the matter, and what the Chief Secretary,
will do is his responsibility,

Mr. Bickerton: Weren't you interested
enough to ask him?
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Mr. NOVELL: I am not going to be
drawn in by the member for Plbara, or
anybody else to committing a colleague of
mine who is not present.

Mr. Bickerton: I can see now why you
never got married.

Mr. NOVELL: I ask you, Mr. Speaker-
Mr. Court: To put that on the notice

paper.
Mr. BOVRLL: It was not a question; it

was a statement. Perhaps the honourable
member might elaborate as to how he
came to that profound decision.

Mr. Rowberry: Maybe you could not sell
-yourself.

Mr. NOVELL: The member for Merre-
din-Yllgarn spoke at length, and he ex-
plained that he was opposed in no un-
Certain manner to the proposal to dis-
Pose of Caves House Hotel. He did say
that he wondered whether there was any
ulterior motive behind this move. I can
assure the honourable member that there
is no ulterior motive involved at all. The
,only implication behind this proposal is
-that it is a losing proposition-

Mr. Tonkin: Did the Minister find cut if
the sale of the cave was involved?

Mr. NOVELL: I shall come to that
-shortly. The only concern of the Govern-
ment is not to channel money Into a trad-
ing organisation that is continually losing.
The lessee took over the lease for seven
.Years. but after five years he wished to
surrender it. The position has been fully
investigated by the Treasury and examined
by the committee to which I had made
reference. The Government came to the
,conclusion that It has no alternative but
to take the step Proposed in the Bill, and
for this the approval of Parliament Is re-
quired.

By way of interjection the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition referred to the
cave. I have checked on this Question.
and I have taken a ltho from the files.
The Information I have obtained is that
the entrance to the Yallingup Cave is 18
chains from the south-eastern corner of
the area of 10 acres it is proposed to sell.
The cave extends nine chains southward
of the entrance, the deepest point being
125 feet. From that information and the
litho on the file it becomes quite clear
that the cave is not Included in the re-
serve to be sold.

The authority which I, as Minister for
Lands, am seeking Is to be able to offer
thIs 10 acres of land for sale, and to lease
the other portion for a period of not longer
than 21 years. The Chief Secretary will
negotiate the other matters affecting the
sale of Caves House; and when those
negotiations have been completed he will,
no doubt, refer them to me in respect of
the sale of the land concerned; because
land which is excised from reserves Is still
Crown land until It is disposed of. I see

no alternative other than the proposal sub-
mitted in the Eil, if Caves House is to
have a chance of survival.

Question Put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Aye"-2
Mr. novell
Mr. Burt
Mr. Court
Mr. Dunn
Mr. Durack
Mr. Elliott
Mr. Graydon
Mr. Guthie
Mr. Lewis
Mr. W. A. Manning

Mr. Bickerton
Mr. Brady
Mr. Dadles
Mr. Fletcher
Mr. Grahamz
Mr. Hall
Mr. Hawke

Ayes
Mr. Brand
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Craig-
Mr. Oafer
Mr. Cronunelin
Dr. Henn
Mr. Hart

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Noes-14
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Pairm

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr-

Marshall
Mitchell
Nalder
Nimmco
O'Connor
O'Neil
Runelisan
Rushton
WHOliam
1. W. Manning

(Teller

J. Hegney
W. Helnoy
Jamieson
Kelly
Rowberry
Ton kin
Norton

(Teller)

Noes
May
Curran'
Moir
Sewell
TO=B
Evans
Rhatigan

majority for-6.
Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee. etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
BIB read a third time, on motion by

Mr. Boyd!l (Minister for Lands), and trans-
ratted to the Council.

BILLS (2): THIRD READING

1. City of Perth Parking Facilities Act
Amendment Bill.

Bill read a third time, on motion by
Mr. Graham, and transmitted to
the Council.

2. Artificial Breeding Hoard Bill.
Bill read a third time, on Motion by

Mr. Nalder (Minister for Agricul-
ture), and transmitted to the
Council.

RESERVES BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed, from the 18th Novem-
ber. on the following motion by Mr. Novell
(Minister for Lands):-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

MR. KELLY (Merredin-Yilgarn) (12.31
p.m.]: This Bill Is similar to the Road
Closure Bill put through earier, inasmuch
as it comes before this House at this time
every year. I think it is understood by
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the majority of members as being one
of a more routine character than any-
thing else; and on this occasion I find
It covers mainly small areas that are
being excised from "A"-class reserves.

Mr. Dovell: We kept the controversial
matters such as Caves House and the
parliamentary buildings site reserve out
of it to be dealt with separately.

Mr. KELLY: I realise that; and the
Minister has saved me the trouble of
saying it.

Mr. Graham: You are making the
speech for him; give him a go!

Mr. Bovell: I am trying to be helpful.
Mr. KELLY: There are a number of

matters which I think are of Interest to
members representing districts that will
be affected. Por instance, one of the
decisions is for the purpose of a lookout
at the Gap at Albany. That, of course, is
another historic place in Western Aus-
tralia and one that has been In the news
on many occasions. I understand that the
Tourist Development Authority is nlow
prepared to put up a lookout at this par-
ticular spot and it will be something that
will be appreciated by many of the public.

Another excision is for the purpose of
a botannical gardens, again in the Albany
area. I think we are all conscious of the
great tourist value of botannical gardens,
particularly if these gardens are kept In
the condition they are in other parts of
the world and enabled to be the attraction
which they undoubtedly can be.

I notice there is an excision of a
small 'A"-olass reserve. This reserve wasoriginally set aside for camping, and it
is being cancelled on account of the fact
that it Is too wet for the original dedica-
tion and it Is now being released for
general selection. I think that Is a
case where a cancellation of a reserve is
totally justified because it will be put to
a more serviceable use.

There are matters such as road exten-
sions, excisions. for sewerage purposes, and
one dealing with the Abrolhos Islands,
which is again of great Interest. It will
now be termed a conservation of flora
and fauna, tourism, and fishing area.
The dedication covers the whole of the
Abrolhos Islands and, in the future, they
will be placed entirely under the Minister
for Fisheries, who Is also Minister for
Fauna. In this instance, I think the cor-
relation of these two interests under the
Minister is desirable; and, for that reason,
I think it is advisable this course be
taken.

There is an excision of a small acreage
for cemetery purposes. The area is a con-
tinuation of an existing cemetery; and
there are good reasons behind the excision.
Narembeen has reached the stage where
the swimming pool area needs extending.
so, as the result of an application made

some time ago, the dedication is now for
a swimming pool and other recreational
purposes.

Mr. Nalder: Haven't they a swimminr"
pool?

Mr. KELLY: Yes, but they want extra
land for parking purposes and so on; and.
I think the request is justified. This is
not a wonderful piece of land, but it will
be useful for the requirements of Narem-
been.

There is a reserve mentioned near the
end of the notes, and I am not so much
enamoured about this, because it involves
a big area. This reserve is recorded as
being necessary for recreational purposes.
However, at the present time its dedica-
tion is for a flora and fauna reserve. This
particular excision Is for 210 acres and
the reserve Is at Warineroo.

Mr. Novell: I thought you were getting
on to the Northam one.

Mr. KELLY: No; I am coming to that
as it has a brief reference at the end.
I wonder why a decision has been reached
to excise such a large area as 210 acres,
which is about half of the flora and
fauna reserve? Why should it no longer
be regarded as necessary for a flora and
fauna reserve? We have no data on It.
and the Minister has not indicated just
why a flora and fauna reserve is no longer
required at that locality. Is it that all
the wildflowers and other attractions
associated with such a reserve of that
kind have disappeared? Has there been
any action by the Government to safe-
guard the retention of various forms of
growth and of bird life that would be
on that area? Why has it now been found
necessary to alienate 210 acres from a
total of about 550 acres? This is not in
the interests of the Wanneroo area.

I understand a golf course Is to go on
this land. Can a golf course be consti-
tuted a good reason to allow an area of
that kind to lose its identity as a flora
and fauna reserve? A golf course will be
used only by People who can afford to
Play golf, or who are privileged enough
to belong to the club. I suppose a club
will be formed, if It is not already formed.
When reserves are set aside for the pur-
pose of flora and fauna we should have
a greater appreciation of what pertains
to these reserves before throwing them
open. Why do we in the first Place
designate reserves for specific purposes
unless there is some very good reason for
this at that point of time? I have in
mind h,.w hard-hearted the Minister has
been In connection with a reserve in the
Merredin-Yilgarn electorate.

Mr. Bove]]: I get pressure from many
members.

Mr. KELLY: The reserve to which I
refer is south of Southern Cross and there
is no justification for holding it as a
fauna and flora reserve. If the Minister
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will come with me, I will take him over
that reserve just as r took the Minister
for Agriculture to the markets, and I
will be able to show him how unnecessary
it is for this huge area to be held back.

Mr. Nalder: I am surprised the hon-
ourable member did not do something
about it when he was Minister.

Mr. KELLY: If the Minister will look
at the files he will find how far the
Proposition had advanced at that stage,
and there was a good demand for that
land. Six months prior to when the
Labor Government went out of office.
action was in the course of being taken
to have the land thrown open. One of
the undertakings I made on behalf of
a Labor Government, if returned, was
what we were going to do with this area.

The SPEAKE R (Mr. Hearman): I hope
this is a passing reference.

Mr. Bovell: I would like the oppor-
tunity of replying to this, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. KELLY: It is a flora and fauna re-
serve, and is parallel to the one at Wan-
neroo, but is far removed from the city
Precincts. I Just wonder if the Minister is
having a change of heart in regard to these
reserves and whether he Is now feeling that
some are not fully justified; because if he
is, I will certainly be down on his doorstep
tomorrow morning, If he will see me for
an hour or two.

Mr. Bovell: I will be 200 or 300 miles
away tomorrow morning.

Mr. KELLY: That's right. Tomorrow is
Saturday. Some other time would be con-
venient as far as I am concerned. I would
Put anything at all off to have the oppor-
tunity to convince him-

Mr. Bovell: Every case is dealt with on
its merits. Your proposal might not have
had the merits this one had.

Mr. KELLY: I think It did.
difference is that the Minister
box seat and I am not.

The only
is in the

Mr. Hovel: But you were!
Mr. KELLY: I would very much like to

know something of the reason behind the
excision of 210 acres out of a bit over 500
acres of a reserve set aside for a specific
Purpose. Apparently now there are no
birds, kangaroo paws, or anything else in
the area. I want to know how the Min-
ister can justify the alteration from the
Present designation to the one he proposes.

I come now to one very little matter. I
have a reference to it here in very small
writing. It is the erection of a library at
Northam.

Mr. Bovell: You had better be careful
what you say now.

Mr. ELLY: There has been a small
area set aside for a library. Apparently
they have advanced In Northam to the
stage where a library is necessary and there

is justification for setting aside a site for
this purpose. With those few remarks I
have pleasure in supporting the Bill.

MR. HALL (Albany) [12.43 p.m.]: The
excision of 25 acres of Reserve No. 24258,
consisting of 9,043 acres, Is In order that
the area might be used for a tourist look-
out. This is a commendable action. Mem-
bers are probably aware that the tourist
activities on the south coast are very ex-
tensive, and the lookout will add to the
attractions of the area. It will also Provide
the necessary safety precautions at this
spot which is located at the Gap.

Reserve No. 24429 Is, under this Bill, to
be used to establish a botanical garden.
This site has been chosen after consider-
able research and investigation was under-
taken by the local authority as to possible
sites. An expert from England visited Al-
bany and his advice was requested.

The area ultimately chosen has, for a
long time, been quite an eyesore. Its tranis-
formation into a botanical garden will con-
siderably add to Albany's beautification and
the tourist attractions, and will freshen up
that particular area.
* Both proposals should be supported as

they will benefit tourism and Albany itself.

MR. HAWKE (Northam-Leader of the
Opposition) (12.44 p.m.]: The proposal in
this Hill which concerns the town of
Northam has to do with an area of land
upon which originally there was con-
structed what was known as the Mech-
anics' Institute. This establishment
carried on for quite a number of years as
such and then, later on, in common with
similar experiences in other parts of the
State, the Mechanics' Institute lost inter-
est and the committee which in more
recent years was in charge of the institute
encountered considerable difficulty.

Some portions of the building had to be
let for other business Purposes, and all the
buildings on the site are now very old.
Obviously those who leased the buildings
were not inclined to spend much money
on them because they were only leased over
short periods.

The intention now is to lease this land
probably to an oil company over a period
of 20 Years or so. The money which will
be received by the Northam Town Council
for the leasing of the land will be devoted
totally to the purpose of constructing a
new building which, when completed, will
become the civic building and civic library
at Northam.

I am grateful to the Minister for the
attention he has given to the request made
to him in this matter. On behalf of the
town council at Northam and the people
there, and on my own behalf, I take this
opportunity of publicly expressing appre-
ciation to him.
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MR. BOVELL (Vasse-Minister for
Lands) [12.46 pm.): I thank members for
their response to this measure and
especially the Leader of the Opposition for
his gracious comments.

The member for Merredln-Yilgarn re-
ferred to Wanneroo. The position is that
it is for recreational purposes, and whilst
the area may appear large it is a matter of
whether we provide amenities for the pub-
lie in one way or another.

Mr. Kelly: What about the flora and
fauna side?

Mr. BOVELL: The flora will still be left
where possible, and if a golf course is
established the players will be able to view
the flora much better because of the fair-
ways and what-have-you through the
bush lands. My notes read-

The Surveyor-General has indicated
he is well acquainted with this land,
which is lightly timbered sandy coun-
try, gently undulating, and in his
opinion, should be most suitable for a
golf links.

When the Shire of Wanneroc pro-
vides an assurance that the Council
is in a position to Proceed with the
development of recreational facilities
on this land, it is Proposed that the
new reserve will be vested In the
Council in trust for the purposes of
"Recreation."

It is just a matter of deciding whether we
retain this in its present state, which does
not seem to be entirely satisfactory, or
whether we allow the Public to enjoy the
environs there.

I would like to Say that the pressure on
the Minister for Lands and the Minister
for Forests to release reserves and dedi-
cated State forests is the severest pressure
I have experienced in my existence. When
I say that, members must bear in mind
that I was a bank officer and a bank
manager in the wheatbelt towns during
the depression when pressures were very
great. Despite this fact the pressures on
me as Minister have been worse. Members
come along: and while they advocate the
alteration of areas for flora and fauna, this
and that, and everything, if it suits their
purpose, and they get pressure for releases
from their electors, that pressure is turned
on to me. I resist that pressure as much
as possible.

Mr. Brady: The member for Swan never
does that.

Mr. BOVELL: He probably has no flora
and fauna reserves.

Mr. Hawke: He has the flora out on the
native reserve.

Mr. Lewis: He is very proud of it, too.
Mr. BOVELL: I appreciate the com-

ments of the member for Merredin-
Yilgarn. I would like to deal with the
agricultural development of land in that

area, but I know you, Sir, would not allow
me to do so at this juncture.

Mr. Kelly: I am always available at any
time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

Sitting suspended from 12.50 to 2.15 p.m.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr. W. A.

Manning) in the Chair; Mr. Bovell (Minis-
ter for L.ands) in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 9 put and passed.
Clause 10: Reserve No. 25466 at Mosman

Park.
Mr. TONKIN: I would be grateful to the

Minister if he could indicate what the
Mosman Park Shire intends to do with this
land involved in clause 10. 1 can recall that
the Mosman Park Shire received very
favoured treatment on a Previous occasion
when it was given some land which had
been set aside for a schoolsite and which
subsequently became a golf course. I am
wondering whether this is somewhat
similar treatment. Can the Minister throw
any light on the matter?

Mr. BOVELL: I can only refer to the
notes which I have. Part of the reserve has
been leased to the Chidley Point Golf Club
Incorporated. It is not Possible to con-
struct a road on the Portion of Marshall
Street between Bird Street and the river
frontage, and the Town Council has re-
qluested the closure of this portion of the
street and for the contained land to be
made available to the council. Provision is
being made in the Road Closure Bill to
close this Portion of Marshall Street. I
cannot convey any further information to
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition at the
present time, without obtaining the whole
file on the matter.

Mr. TONKIN: I regret very much that
More information cannot be made avail-
able. It seems to me that quite an area of
land is involved in the second part of the
clause. Before we change the character of
"A'-class reserves and make them avail-
able to local authorities, I think we should
know Precisely what Is intended to be done
with the land. Occasions are not unknown
where local authorities have not been fully
appreciative of the needs of the people in
an area and have been prone to cater for
the requirements of a limited section of
the Community to the disadvantage of a
much wider section.

Whilst it is a wonderful thing for those
who are privileged, I do not always agree
that they are entitled to Privileges to the
disadvantage of the general public.

I have in mind What occurred at Pepper-
mint Grove many years ago when a por-
tion of an 'A"-class reserve was excised for
the benefit of a very Privileged yacht club.
It is a very fine club and I have no doubt
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it serves its members particularly well. It
Is a very privileged section and to serve
it wvell by giving the club that nice loca-
tion, the members of the public who used
to frequent that area were deprived of
something which was rightly theirs.

I think we should be very careful indeed
before we excise portions of diAflclass re-
serves which are available for use by the
general public. I have no power to hold
this up but I do very much regret we are
not told exactly what Is to be done with
the area. We are mare or less signing a
blank cheque in connection with it and I
do not like that.

Mr. BICKERTON: Some of the Bills
introduced by the Minister in the last few
days, have been handled rather hastily. I
am wondering if perhaps he should have
had a little more time to study them before
introducing them. Standing Orders are
suspended and, of course, this type of
legislation is going through very quickly.
Earlier this morning we had an example
where the Minister, when he was excising a
piece of an "A"-elass reserve. did not really
know what was going to happen to it.
Also, in reply to an interjection from the
Leader of the Opposition, the Minister said
it was necessary for him to make further
inquiries to find out if , in fact, an area
which was being excised included the caves
in that area.

Mr. Bovell: No; I said to the best of my
knowledge.

Mr. BICKER.TON:. The Minister said
that he would make sure.

Mr. BovelI: I said to the best of my
knowledge and belief it did not. I said I
would check my information. There was
no doubt about It.

Mrt. BICKERTON: I would think that in
a case such as the one we have before us
now, when a query is put to the Minister
-and again an "A"-class reserve comes
Into it-he would have rather an intimate
knowledge of the purpose for the excision.

It appears from the information he has
supplied to the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition that he does not know a great
deal more than we do on this side; and our
knowledge of the matter, because we have
not been told, Is practically nil.

I endorse the remarks made by the
Deputy Leader of the opposition; and even
though we have suspended Standing
orders, at least members should have a
clear knowledge of just what the excising
of these areas really entails, and what is
the purpose of it. It should not be a
matter of just reading a few notes. and
the Minister saying that to the best
of his knowledge, without looking at the
file, that is all he can tell us. I have no
doubt the Minister, before he decided to
introduce this, studied the file.

Mr. Bovell: I approved of it but I study
about 30,000 flies in a year.

Mr. BICKERTON: I Imagine that Is
possible.

Mr. Bovell:, I aM not a boy wonder.
Mr. BICKERTON: I think the Minister,

as he has a big responsibility where "A"-
class reserves are concerned, would satisfy
himself first, before he brought a measure
before Parliament, that it was in fact in
the interests of the State. if he reads
the file sufficiently to satisfy himself toD
that extent then I think his knowledge
would be greater than the information we,
have received from the brief notes he has
read.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 11 to 13 put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, without amendment, and

the report adopted.
Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by
Mr. Bove]] (Minister for Lands), and trans-
mitted to the Council.

PARLIAMENTARY BUILDINGS SITE
RESERVE BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed, from the 18th
November, on the following motion by Mr.
Bovell (Minister for Lands).

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

rM. JAMIE SON (Beeloo) [2.27 p.m.]:
The proposition envisaged by this Bill is:
in accord with the desires expressed by
members of Parliament at recent meetings,
and also the House Committee when It
met to give the matter further considera-
tion. There was one small feature of the
proposal that could have caused some con-
cern, but It seems to have been cleared
up by a letter to the Under-Secretary for
Lands under today's date. It indicates
that the plan prepared, which shows the
various truncations, and which was laid
upon the Table of the House-Plan 10063
-was drawn up as a result of a survey
made some time ago and, as a consequence.
the knowledge whether Harvest Terrace
would or would not ultimately be closed
was not available to the planners. There-
fore, the truncation of the corner of
Harvest Terrace and Malcolm Street was
included.

However, it is made quite clear in the
letter-and no doubt the Minister will1
have more to say about that when I pass
it back to him-that the Road Closure
Act, 1961, contains a provision for the
Closure of portion of Harvest Terrace and
this includes the proposed truncation
which is shown on the Plan. It appears
that that matter has been cleared up and
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portion of Harvest Terrace will be closed to
traffic when a Proclamation is made.
Therefore, I do not think any more need
be said about that proposal.

However, I would like to make a few
general comments about the site Itself and
the future Prospects on the Parliament
House reserve. I think they are worth
recording and I would go on record as
stating it is folly for the Government to
contemplate retaining the archway at the
Barracks. I have a question on today's
notice paper in this regard but apparently
somebody from the Press got in before me
and has Provided the answers I wanted.
I wanted to know the amount of money
being spent at present on the strengthen-
ing of the foundations of the archway at
the Barracks.

Apparently it is proposed that some
£2,000 will be spent at this juncture but
anybody who has a look at the proposition
wil see that the workmen have dug deeply
into the yellow sand on one side and are
preparing to strengthen the foundations;
and then the same thing has to be done
on the other side. Without having a
knowledge of building, members have only
to think ahead to the stage where both
wings of the Barracks are cut off.

A considerable amount of money will
have to be spent immediately on the side
structure if it is to remain where It Is;
otherwise one would be looking at half-
open rooms when coming down Malcolm
Street and, aesthetically, such a situation
-would be impossible.

The structure that is there Is three-
storied and we would have to proceed to
brick up the ends In some way, and If
these are to be in keeping with the front
of the archway goodness knows how much
money will be spent, because the half-
baked clay bricks which have been used
,on this building are crumbling away.
Therefore, in building the new section
with similar bricks, the Governent would
be fortunate if it salvaged 10 to 20 per
cent. of the existing brickwork. The
bricks would then have to be handled in-
dividually and cleaned individually before
being stacked away to provide the walls
.to block up the end.

If the Government Intends to spend such
a great deal of money on this project,
eventually members of the public are en-
titled to get cross. I know the Premier has
given an assurance to the Historical Society
that he will allow the archway to remain
until the Mitchell Freeway is completed
and until public opinion has been expres-
sed on whether It shall remain. If the
Premier intends to agree that It shall re-
main there it should be left in Its present
form and if it continues to remain standing
until after completion of the Freeway,
well and good, but If It falls down the
problem will be solved, and the problem
,has to be solved.

According to Past records Parliament
House was erected on this site so that one
could have an aesthetic view over the city,
but it was never contemplated that Parla-
ment House would have a backdrop of huge
buildings which dwarf this structure, be-
cause It is not a very tall one; so the only
advantage of this site now is that we will
have a clear vista of the city of Perth.
However, if we are going to leave a half-
baked archway on its Present site we will
even be denied that.

Some time ago People concerned with
the Preservation of the Barracks were in-
vited to Parliament House so that we
could discuss the Barracks archway and
the question of whether it should remain
on its present site. Those people had all
sorts of ideas, and if we had followed them
I do not know where we would have
finished up. One architect of repute was
of the opinion that it would Cost about
£60,000 or £70,000 to perform the work
which they considered should be done:
namely, to convert the archway into a
small museum to contain past records and
old relics of the State.

The idea of that architect was to put
a back on the archway following lines
similar to the front in order to maintain
Its present appearance and to give an
aesthetic view through it to the city. As
I have already Indicated to members, one
can Imagine what would have to take place
in the way of recovering bricks of a similar
nature In order that the additions could
simulate the present structure, and this
would cost a tremendous amount of money.

One has only to consider the amount of
money Walt Disney spends on recreating
American scenes in Disneyland, Hollywood.
Therefore I consider the Government Is not
entitled to become involved In the expendi-
ture of preserving the Barracks archway.
If it is not entitled to go that far, It Is
certainly not entitled to spend approxi-
mately L2,000 to prop the archway up.
because all sorts of other work will be
necessary eventually. If the Deputy Prem-
ier will only think about the matter for a
moment he will realise that all these things
I have mentioned will have to be done. The
archway cannot be left standing where it
is without blocking up the ends.

Mr. Toms: A good easterly wind might
finish It.

Mr. JAMIESON: Yes, and a good west-
erly might do it, also.

Mr. Nalder: It cannot be left there as aL
danger to the public.

Mr. JAMIESON: That is what I am
trying to point out. It will remain there
at a cost; and, right now, nobody can say
how much. in the ultimate, it will cost to
retain it as a permanent, or sempi-perman-
ent, structure. The Initial effort is to cost
£2,000. That is the cost merely to pour
concrete underneath the pillars: and then,
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following that, it will require to be bricked
up so that it will look aesthetic. This work
will probably cost another £4000; that is,
£ 2,000 on each end, because the erection of
scaffolding will be necessary to carry out
the work on the three storeys and to finish
off the work some way or other. So that
brings the total to £6,000 before we know
whether it will remain there; and If It is
to be kept there indefinitely there will be
recurring expenditure. it is not a fair, pro-
Position for the people of this State to
endure.

It is all very well for the Historical Soc-
iety or the hysterical society to get on the
band wagon from time to time In an effort
t4 preserve all these old buildings. How-
ever, the only aspect that appeals to the
members of the society is the colour of the
brickwork of the Barracks, and the hit-
and-miss type of bond, If it were covered
with a coat of Paint it would be repugnant
to them and they would not want the
structure to remain.

I did suggest to one Minister for Works
that his first cost would be his last if he
spent a couple of thousand pounds to have
the complete building covered with a
coloured Resirex, because no-one would
want the building then. But that has not
been done, and because it na" a few
coloured bricks here and there some people
want to retain the structure. But It is not a
practical proposition; and, in any case, if
it is made safe for any period the expen-
diture of a vast amount of money will be
needed, and that is not warranted. The
public is entitled to have its money spent
in some other direction where greater
benefit can be obtained from It, instead
of maintaining something that originally
was never meant to remain as a permanent
structure.

That is one point on which I wished to
speak. Another point I wish to raise has
regard to the more or less temporary
buildings that have been built in that area.
Once this Bill is approved by the members
of this House, we will have no more say
about the structure to be built on those
sections which are excised from the Par-
liament House site, but the Government
has recently seen fit to approve of the
expenditure of money for the erection of
toilets in that area. I1 have a question to
ask about that today, but unfortunately
it will not be answered until after this
debate has concluded. This move seems
to be rather ludicrous.

One section of the men employed there
will not be able to shift for a time until
the building being erected for the Super-
annuation Board in St. George's Terrace
is completed. These employees, therefore,
will have to take over the accommodation
that was formerly occupied by officers of
the architectural division. The accom-
modation is already there and there are
a number of people working in the archi-
tectural division so it is difficult to under-
stand why new toilets have to be provided,

when the other group of employees is
to be transferred to another spot. Al-
ready there is. an abundance of these
buildings, but evidently the Government
has seen fit to make arrangements to have
these new toilets erected, despite the fact
that they will be required for only a short
time whilst the employees are awaiting
transfer to new accommodation.

It seems to me that strong criticism can
be levelled against the Government for un-
necessary expenditure of money on a site
which eventually, and in the main, will be
.harrowed and furrowed by a series of
roads, cut-throughs, and by-ways that are
to be put there. Ultimately, there will
be nothing standing on that spot. if the
Government is prej~ared to indulge in that
type of expenditure, it must be prepared
to put up with the criticism levelled
against it for the expenditure of money
on something that is not warranted, and
which will not return anything to the pub-
lic in kind in the future.

This reserve has caused debates over a
number of years and you, Mr. Speaker,
will recall many of them, When the pre-
sent Premier was Minister for Works I
think he ran into a lot of trouble as a
result of work being stopped on the build-
ings of the Main Roads Department offices.
and the architectural section, when it was
found that work was being carried out
illegally on the Parliament House site. I
think this building was stopped for about
six months, and ultimately approval of a
temporary nature was granted. After that,
approval was extended from time to time
in periods of two, three, and five years,
and, of course, the whole matter has now
reached the ultimate stage where we are
in a position to disown that section for
the obvious reason that we must hand it
over to the Main Roads Department for
its purposes and, in return, get the land
that now, in effect, comprises the roadway
between Malcolm Street and Parliament
Place.

When all this is sorted out eventually,
I think we will probably have quite a
reasonable vista for both the Government
offices and the Parliament House site, and
I am sure everybody will be happy. We
are at present in a transition stage, and
while viewing this matter we must be sure
to see that we do not encounter any
problems, otherwise we may lose part of
our Parliament House site which will not
be returned to us. It will be used by the
public and for those public purposes for
which a Parliament House site is normally
used.

So, as a Parliament, we are not giving
away anything which it is not desirable
to give away. A reat deal of considera-
tion has been given to this matter, and
we have had explanations from the ex-
perts concerned before a final decision has
been made. I think we are Justified in
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passing this Bill, in view of the assurance
that has been given to us by the various
authorities concernied with the ultimate
concept of the Mitchell Freeway and the
ancillary roads; and I have pleasure in
supporting the measure.

MR. BOVELL (Vasse-Minister for
Lands) [2.43 pm.]: I thank the member
for Eeeioo for his comments. Following
discussions with you, Mr. Speaker, and
with the member for Beeloo I asked the
Under-Secretary for Lands early this
morning to get in touch with'the Com-
missioner of Main Roads in order to clarify
the question of the truncation at the cor-
ner of Malcolm Street and Harvest Ter-
race.

After discussion with the Commissioner
of Main Roads the under-secretary in-
formed me that the truncation would only
be required until the Act relating to the
closure of Harvest Terrace was proclaimed.
I asked the under-secretary to obtain from
the Commissioner of Main Roads his sub-
missions in writing on this matter, be-
cause it was necessary to record them In
the Lands Department to enable action to
be taken at the appropriate time.

As You know, Sir, today I showed you
the written submission made by the Com-
missioner of Main Roads to the Under-
Secretary for Lands; and following that
occasion the member for Beeloo was also
given an opportunity to Peruse this sub-
mission. It might be as well, for the re-
cord, if I read this communication which
is dated the 19th November, 1965. It is
addressed to the Under-Secretary for
Lands, Department of Lands and Surveys,
Perth, and reads as follows:-

Harvest Terrace
I refer to our telephone conversa-

tion of today's date regarding the
minor truncation of the Parliament-
ary Reserve at the junction of Harvest
Terrace and Malcolm Street, which is
included in the Bill now before the
Legislative Assembly.

I wish to give an assurance that the
small truncation from Malcolm Street
into Harvest Terrace shown on Plan
10063, will be closed when the closure
of Harvest Terrace is proclaimed.

This is clearly set out in the Act
- covering the closure of Harvest Ter-

race, No. 74 Road Closure Act, 1961.
In referring to the closure it states:-

"The portion of Harvest Ter-
race, Perth, commencing at the
north-western alignment of Mal-
colm Street and extending north-
eastward. ..

The north-western alignment of
Malcolm Street of course will be the
new line shown on Plan 10063.

I should explain that the plan show-
ing the various Portions of Parliament
Reserve to be excised for the Mitchell

Freeway and associated works, was
drawn up from a survey carried out
some months ago. At this time the
future of Harvest Terrace was not
clear and this truncation was in-
eluded in the event that it remain
open. The position of Harvest Ter-
race has only recently been clarified
and there has been insufficient time
unfortunately for a further survey to
be done and amended Plan Prepared,
due to the urgency of presenting the
Bill to Parliament before the close of
the current session.

I might add that tenders have been
invited from thirteen contractors in-
cluding many from overseas, for the
first stage of the Mitchell Freeway.
These close in January, 1966 and it
is hoped that work will commence in
March. Any delay in these Plans
could have an unfavourable reflection
on the Department and the Govern-
ment.

That clarifies the position and, as far as
I am aware, it is generally acceptable to
the members of the House Committee and
also to members of Parliament.

As we know, there have been a number
of discussions on this matter; and I must
express appreciation, on behalf of the
Government, for the consideration and
ultimate agreement given by members of
Parliament. I cannot agree more with
the need to preserve the Parliament House
reserve; and it is the responsibility of
members of Parliament in this, and other
'A"~-class reserves, to see that any excision
is done in the interests of the People of
Western Australia generally.

The member for Beelao made two other
comments, one of which concerned the
structure that will remain after the de-
molition of the Old Barracks building.
This structure will remain, because of an
undertaking given by the Premier, I think,
that it would be left for historical pur-
poses. The other matter referred to by
the member for Eeeloo was the erection
of toilet services in the area, when these
facilities may only be required for a limited
period of time. The health regulations
provide that such amenities shall be made
available, and in the interests of the
people employed there it is necessary to
see that proper hygienic facilities are
provided, even though it might be con-
sidered that the money could be expended
in other directions. I think that covers
the points raised by the member for Beeloo,
and I again commend the Bill to the House.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.
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Third Reading
MR. BOVELL (Vasse-Minister for

Lands) (2.52 p.m.]: I move-
That the Dill be now read a third

time.
I would like to thank you, Mr. Speaker,
In Particular, because you presided at
meetings of Members of this Parliament
and assisted in bringing this proposal to
a Successful conclusion, at least in this
House.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a third time and transmitted

to the Council.

WUNDOWIE CHARCOAL MRON AND
STEEL INDUSTRY AGREEMENT

BILL
Second Reading

MR. COURT (Nedlands-Minister for
Industrial Development) (2.54 p.m.]: I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

In explaining this Bill and its objective
to members of the Legislative Assembly
It will be necessary for me to go Into a
considerable amount of detail, for a num-
ber of reasons, not the least of which is
that it is important that Parliament
should understand the economic situation
in respect of this Particular industry, and
the Prospects of some greater security
and expansion of It for the future.

The Wundowie industry which was
established in 1943 under the authority of
the Wood Distillation and Charcoal Iron
and Steel Industry Act. 1943. to at a stage
when a. decision has to be made about its
future. This is important in the interests
of the decentralised development that
Wundowie has produced, and also in fair-
ness to the workmen and their families
who are currently dependent on the in-
dustry. and who make up the township
of Wtmdowie.

The production of charcoal iron has
been achieved under considerable dit-
culty in a number of ways, and at differ-
ent times improvements have been made
In the methods of production, including
Increases in capacity and Improved tech-
nology. A high-quality product Is now
Produced consistently, as a result of Im-
provement in equipment and advances In
technology.

The industry covers a number of asso-
ciated activities in addition to the actual
production of pig Iron; namely, the pro-
duction of certain chemicals and a sub-
stanitial amount of sawn timber related
to the timber activities which are insep-
arable from the production of charcoal
iron. The industry incurred heavy losses
during its establishment period. These
losses totalled £550,835, after charging
£633,561 interest to the 30th June, 1959.

In the year 1960 the Government agreed
to write off the sum of £683,783. which
was allocated on the following basis:-

Capital liability ... ..

Capitalised interest ..

Total write-off ..

This amount was applied as

A reduction In fxed assets
The elimination of the in-

tangible asset "Prelim-
inary expenses, research
and experiment"

A reduction to £326,878 In
the accumulated loss,.

£
656,339
27.444

£683,783

follows-
£

354.309

24,774

304,700

Total .. ... £683,183

This was not by any means a complete
write-off-It Is rather important that
members should appreciate this--to bring
the book value of the assets of the in-
dustry down to anything like their
economic worth. However, there were
good reasons at the time why a full write-
off could not be achieved. I did at the
same time say publicly that further
write-off s would be necessary, but at that
time this was the total amount of the
write-off that could be achieved be-
cause of a number of reasons, some of
which may be appreciated owing to the
complex structure of finance as between
the Commonwealth and the State, and
to the other complexities of State finances.
It was made clear at the time that this
was intended to be dealt with progress-
ively, having regard for the subsequent
experience with the industry.

It is Pertinent to say that It was orig-
inally intended, when the Industry was to
be located at Wundowie, that it would
have access to some nearby iron ore. but
this proved impracticable and the in-
dustry has drawn its ore from Koolya-
nobbing.

This brings problems, because of the
distance over which the ore has to be
brought. Also It is necessary to be select-
ive in the mining so as to ensure that
ore which is low in phosphorus is avail-
able to the Wundowle industry. I should
mention that a large part of tihe Koolyan-
obbing deposit is very high in phosphorus.
and is not acceptable to the Wundowle
Industry. There Is another problem of an
economic nature related to transport and
additional to getting the ore to the plant;.
that is, when iron ore has been converted
at Wundowle Into a saleable product.
either in the form of chemicals or char-
coal iron, it has to be transported to
markets in the metropolitan area, in other
States, or in other countries.
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Although the industry was intended to
be a pilot plant it has for all practical
purposes been carried on as a compar-
atively small conventional industry within
the pig-iron-producing world, and its
volume of production has been limited by
a number of factors beyond the control
of the board and the management. For
Instance, the life of the industry Is to a
large extent dictated by the amount of
suitable timber available within economic
range. This is currently estimated at
approximately 40 years' life for the
industry. If it is used too quickly it fol-
lows that the life of the industry in its
present location would correspondingly be
shortened.

It has been felt better t6 plan a steady
operation rather than deliberately operate
the Industry on a basis which would
shorten its life ahead of any other develop-
ment that can conceivably be generated
to take the place of Wundowie in this
Particular area. markets for the industry's
bighly-speclalised Products are also a
limiting factor.

A very good community has been estab-
lished with reasonable amenities in this
area; and it is because of the good spirit
that has been generated, as well as the
attractive type of town, that very special
efforts have been made to find ways and
means of ensuring the continuity of the
industry and, if possible, expanding its
activities.

When the B.H.P. agreement was written
in 1960 for the establishment of an
integrated iron and steel industry at
Kwinana based on Koolyanobbing iron ore,
ample provision was made for the foresee-
able needs of Wundowle, and B.H.F. has
co-operated and agreed to co-operate in
future to do its best to ensure the Wun-
dowle industry has the low phosphorous
ore, which is vital to Wundowie's success-
ful production of charcoal iron, because of
the technical Problems arising from phos-
phorous.

In simple terms, the economics of the
industry have been adversely affected by
the fact that the general trend in metal-
lurgy throughout the world has, to a large
extent, found other ways of producing
cheaper specification iron such as Wun-
dowle is capable of producing.

I might, by way of explanation, add that
specification iron is an iron such as is pro-
duced at Wundowie where the seller of it
can almost guarantee to the producer that
it will have a stipulated content of the
various chemicals and other material that
go to make up this type of iron. This is
very necessary when it is being used for
specialised purposes. It has a limited part
of the pig-iron market and for this reason
is normally referred to in the trade as
specification iron. It can be sold to a
fairly accurate specification for various
purposes.

We have introduced some equipment at
Wundowie in recent times which greatly
assists in determining this specification in
the molten form in a matter of minutes.
whereas previously it used to take some
hours, and could not be done in the molten
form.

At the same time, the volume of ore
handled and iron produced has not in-
creased to offset the very steep escalation
of costs that has been experienced by all
industry in Australia. Yet another point
is the fact that the world price for pig
iron has been fairly stable and highly
competitive and it has not escalated up-
wards at the same time as the cost factors
in producing pig iron and associated pro-
ducts have increased. To a certain extent,
the same economic factor in respect to
pig iron-for another reason, of course-
has operated in connection with the price
of gold where cost increases have been for-
ever with each industry, but they have
been selling virtually on a fixed price. Be-
cause of the economies of scale that are
available to the pig-iron industry of the
world and the ever-increasing volume
in this industry, it has been able to
absorb costs to a large extent. This has
brought about a great degree of stability
and competitiveness in world prices of pig
iron, a field in which Wundowie has to
compete in regard to part of its output,
as distinct from selling specification iron.
In other words, the world producers have
had the economies of scale working for
them to offset costs. Wundowie has not.

The local foundry industry absorbs
7,000 tons of Wundowie iron per annum.
This is purchased by local industry at a
slightly higher price-approximately 30s.
per ton higher at the present time-than
that at which it could be purchased from
E.H.P. under its uniform capital city price
structure.

For many years--and this goes back to
the time when Sir Ross Mclarty, who was
Premier of this State, made a personal
request to B.H.P.-B.H.P. has refrained
from competing in Western Australia for
the supply of pig iron to local foundrymen
so as to leave the market available to the
Wundowie industry. Without this ar-
rangement Wundowle would not have
been able to command practically the
whole of the local foundrymen's business.

This has been of considerable value, al-
though the total tonnage is only about
14 per cent, of the total produced, and will
be an even lesser proportion when the
number one blast furnace has been re-
lined and rebuilt to step-up the overall
Production capacity at Wundowle per an-
num to 64,000 tons from the present figure
of 50,000 tons per annum.

A number of improvements have been
made such as the introduction of Instru-
ments to enable specification of the
molten iron to be checked almost instan-
taneously to give better control. MAo. a
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shaking ladle has been installed to further
improve quality, but these in themselves
are not sufficient to ensure the economics
of the industry as is reflected in the trad-
ing results over the last seven years.

With the indulgence of the House I
would like to state the trading results over
the last seven years. As I understand it,
it is not permitted to hand in figures and
have them reproduced in Mansard; they
have actually to be stated. I hope they
will be reproduced in Mansard in table
form for the information of members.
They are as follows:-

1950-s9
1959-60
1960-61
1961-62
1962-63
1963-64
1964-65

Gross Depre- Inter-
Profit. ciation. est.

64,735 55,997 89,064
217,874, 77,156 90,173
243,934 87,620 84,434
240,228 90,096 85,939
196,244 93,772 85,692
166,714 93,504 87,019

3,746 9)4,056 87,629

Net Profit
or Loss.

24,329 Loss
50,543 Profit
71,880 Profit
64,193 Profit
16,780 Profit
13,809 Net Loss

177,939 Net Lss

Members will note the downward trend in
the profit to a loss following the installa-
tion of the new and improved blast fur-
nace which has had the effect of assisting
the industry to take up some of the slack
in costs. Admittedly there have been one
or two good selling periods over the time
of this review, but the broader concept was
that this new plant would enable thenm to
take up some of the costs, but this has
been eroded by the fact that the selling
Price of the finished product has been less
than constant. This decline has been due
to various world influences, and the costs
have been steadily going up. In fact, the
cost increases have averaged three per
cent, per annum over the last six years
without any corresponding increase in
yield per ton of metal. It was inevitable
the results would pass from profits hack
to losses with the passage of time.

I should add that in respect of the re-
sults for the year ended the 30th June,
1985, £139,098 is not regarded as a fair
charge against one year and represents an
adjustment of stocks and other items to
what Is thought to be a more realistic
commercial figure. This has to be done
in one particular year; and it was thought
desirable to do it as at the 30th June,
1985. it is, of course, an internal book-
keeping entry and does not represent any
cash outlay or loss to the industry.

The method of valuing the stocks was
under review at the 30th June, 1965, and
It -was found to be quite out of touch with
commercial practice, regardless of the fate
of the industry or the method by which
It would operate in future: and it was
thought desirable to have it reviewed
and brought on to a more realistic basis.
This represents an accumulation of over-
valuation over a period of years so far as
stock is concerned. It has been revalued
in one entry in one year. which makes it
unfair to 1955. The lower figure of loss
is the figure to be taken into comparison

for this year-that is, the difference be-
tween £177,939 and £139,098, leaving a loss
of £38,000 as a fair figure to use for 1965.

Likewise, regardless of the future of the
industry, it is the intention to study the
book values of the industry's fixed assets
and see what aclustments should be made
to give a more realistic figure and relieve
the management of some of the heavy
interest burden that Is charged against the
industry for assets which no longer have
anything like the book value when
measured In terms of economic worth.

As to whether this will be practicable,
having regard for the number of technical
problems that beset State finances, Is
something that can be detenmined only
after closer study.

The management and the board have
strenuously endeavoured to diversify their
markets and avoid having the whole of
their production sold in one place. This
was a direcetion given by the Government
back in 1960 because we were rather fear-
ful that if we were not careful there could
be too big a dependence for this specialised
type of iron on the demands of one
country. With this in mind negotiations
have been conducted in Europe each year
as well as in other countries at regular
intervals to spread the sale of the in-
dustry's Products.

We have been successful in Europe as a
result of good negotiations by the general
manager in supplying a goodly part of
their specification iron requirements even
to the extent of some of the European
small producers of specification iron
going out of business and relying on our
production from here. This is, of course.
the writing on the wall so far as specifica-
tion iron is concerned and indicates the
improved metallurgy that Is practised
making it easier for some of these coun-
tries to produce iron to their specification
without having to have the special
qualities of charcoal iron.

without this diversity of market we could
have easily had the situation where the
whole of the production had to go to Japan
at certain times and this would have been
vulnerable-particularly as most of the pro-
duct would have to be sold in competition
with ordinary pig Iron and not as specifica-
tion Iron.

Members will appreciate that if there is
no market for specification iron it can-
not be left lying around the yard. it has
to be periodically sold ats ordinary pig iron.
This would realise only the price for pig
iron instead of the premium price for
specification iron.

At this point of time I would like to
pay tribute to the board and management
for the attention they have given to the
industry and their efforts to endeavour
to find ways and means of improving
some of the economio difficulties.
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In Particular I would like to pay tribute
to the enterprise and initiative of the
general manager. Mr. Constantine. He is
well known to many members as a cap-
able Young engineer. Hre has done work
not only at Wundowie very well but has
filled in a breach in a number of very
important positions in Government de-
partments. He has not only been an
efficient manager and engineer but also
a person who has made a great contribu-
tion to the industrial harmony and the
social life of the local community.

The Position of manager in a compara-
tively Isolated community is not always
easy and calls for a lot of sound judgment,
far removed from the normal require-
ments of business management and effi-
ciency. I think that It can be fairly said
that Mr. Constantine has shown these
attributes.

The sum total of the foregoing is that
the Government felt it should try to
find ways and means of obtaining a greater
return for at least Part of the iron that
Is produced at the Wundowie blast furnaces.
In view of the fact that the State Gov-
ernment could not see its way clear to
invest the very large sums that would in-
itially be f500.000 in the type of industry
that would be necessary to achieve this
purpose, alternative ways and means were
sought.

The Prospect of a straightout sale of
Wundowie to Private enterprise on con-
ditions calling for diversification and ex-
pansion of the activities as well as im-
provement of the economics was thought
to be very remote. This decision was ar-
rived at after close study with the manage-
ment and a sounding out In a number of
quarters considered appropriate to such a
transaction. In view of this, attention was
given to the possibility of a partnership
arrangement whereby the know-how and
money from the Private sector would be
brought in and joined with the existing
Industry, thus making a joint venture be-
tween the Government and private enter-
prise.

The broad basis on which this eventu-
ally developed In the course of negotiation
was for the Government to contribute the
fixed assets of the Industry. I emphasise
"fixed assets" as opposed to the "current
assets", such as stock and debtors, because
it is rather Important that members under-
stand this In studying the Bill and the
various Proposals that have been under
consideration. In return for these fixed
assets, approximately £400,000 of shares
would be Issued In a holding company
and the private company would con-
tribute cash to the extent of £420,000 in-
itially In return for which It would re-
ceive shares to this nominal value.

The ratio would be 51 per cent. to the
private investor and 49 per cent. to the
Government. There would, of course, have
to be safeguards about the appointmnt

of directors in order that the Government
would have ample representation on the
board, but these are matters of detail
which were not as vital or difficult to
negotiate as the economic factors. Mem-
bers will be interested to know what could
be involved as a matter of write-off if
it had to be undertaken on the nominal
value of the shares that were being issued
in return for the fixed assets.

Mr. Howberry: Write it down and them
give it away! I mean write the value down.

Mr. COURT: Be patient! I think mem-
bers will realise we have not done a bad
job in trying to find the answer to this
one.

Mr. Tonkin: Is it as good as the
Hawker-Siddeley one?

Mr. COURT: That has been very satis-
factory.

Mr. Tonkin: Yes, for Hawker-Siddeley.
I have no doubt.

Mr. COURT: And for the State. It is
reflected In more schools and classrooms
and so forth. However, I will not get
involved in that one because this one
happens to be in a slightly different cate-
gory.

It would involve a write-off of approxi-
mately £1,000,000 if it was Intended to
bring the book value down to the nominal
value of the shares Immediately, but such
a write-off would not be undertaken until
an accurate assessment could be made of
the correct amount to represent the
economic worth of the assets. This could
best be done after several years of ex-
perience of operating in partnership with
the private partner.

Mr. Rowberry: Who does that; that is.
revalue at nominal value?

Mr.. COURT: This is a rather compli-
cated story and I am trying to give mem-
bers a full explanation of it.

Mr. Hawke: Did you say "full" or
"fool"?

Mr. COURT: If the venture turned out
as it was hoped, It would probably be
necessary to write off a lesser sum because
of the improvement in the capital value
of the actual shares in the new venture,
but this at best could only be conjecture
and estimate in the early stages.

The economic features of the proposal
were by far the most difficult, and it be-
came apparent that unless the costs of
production could be reduced by at least £1
per ton there was no prospect of making a
satisfactory venture even allowing for a
successful establishment of a highly
mechanised modern foundry and some
other developments intended to give a
higher return In money for every ton of
metal handled.

The expanded production following the
relining and rebuilding of No. 1 blast
furnace would increase from about 50,000
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to 64,000 tons per annum. This is being
done regardless of current negotiations.
This in turn requires 100,000 tons per
annum of ore from Koolyanobbing, or some
other suitable source. if it could be found
,on an economic basis and closer to the
works.

In other words, the transport cost of
this ore would need to be reduced by £1
per ton unless some other costs could be
reduced to take care of the amount
needed. This figure of £1 per ton is in
addition to internal economies that it was
felt could be made through some capital
expenditure to be provided by the new
partnership to improve the effectiveness
and the efficiency of some of the plant
and operations within the existing indus-
try.

Members will know low value ore, such
as pyrites, gypsum, and Iron ore-other
than B.H.P. ore under the 1960 agreement
-receives a special subsidy from the
'reasury which is 25 per cent. of the

freight normally charged at the "M"-class
freight rate. This is paid by the Treasury
to the railways and so the subsidy is not
borne by the railways.

However, the Government could not see
Its way clear to give an undertaking that
an additional subsidy-that is additional
to the normal subsidies paid over the years
on low value ore-would be provided be-
cause it could create all sorts of anomalies
In the freighting system.

Also, other avenues of assisting the in-
dustry were carefully studied and it was
felt that unless some imaginative proposal,
-which had not up to this stage been
thought of, could be devised, this concept
of a joint venture would have to be aban-
doned-attractive though it was In some
particulars.

The key to the whole project was to be
the establishment of a modern mechanised
foundry which would have a large tonnage
capacity by Western Australian standards.
and through the pouring of hot metal
-direct from the blast furnaces into the
moulds at this foundry near the blast
furnace location It was expected to be able
to produce castings on a highly competi-
tive basis and of good quality. It was also
planned to develop ductile iron. This iron
has special high strength qualities and Is
finding favour with the automotive indus-
try. It will, in fact, take the place to an
Increasing extent of a lot of steel forgings
being increasing]ly used in the automotive
industry because of the strength which can
be developed in the metal through the ad-
vances which have been made in metal-
lurgy.

F'urther extensions of these processing
and fabricating activities were planned on
a Progressive basi&, They would all re-
41uire additional capital as each one was
unndertaken, but they would, through the

higher value per ton to be achieved from
the processing and fabrication, help to
offset the inevitable escalation of costs.

The company we were talking to had
a number of ideas--together with the
management of Wundowie-to extend be-
yond the straigh tout foundry stage into
other forms of processing which would
have steadily increased the average re-
turn per ton of metal: which, in the final
analysis, would be the success or failure
of the venture.

It would require additional capital and
the end result would be a much more
diversified industry. The objective would
be to reach a total of 20,000 tons per
annum processed at the works in one form
or another, so as to increase the propor-
tion of metal processed on the site to
give a higher average value, and Improved
economics to the whole venture, If, out of
64,000 tons, 20,000 tons was processed and
fabricated on the spot, it could have a
very important bearing on the economics
of the show.

One method explored to assist the in-
dustry was through a freight subsidy which
would be phased out over a period of eight
years. It was hoped that with the estab-
lishment of the foundry and the develop-
ment of other activities which would pro-
duce a higher return in money per ton of
metal, the Industry would then be able
to carry the freight without direct sub-
sidy additional to the normal subsidy that
all low value ore, other than BlIP,, re-
ceives. However, this did not prove to
be manageable and it also had to be
abandoned.

In all these negotiations based on a
joint enterprise between the Government
and the private company it was on the
basis that the interest due to the Govern-
ment would not be charged against the
joint venture and the Government would
rely on the dividends from the joint enter-
prise to partly offset Initially and later
to cover the interest that would otherwise
have been charged against the Wundowie
industry.

The amount of interest that would be
attributable to the fixed assets-which for
all practical purposes is the only amount
involved for the purpose of this calcula-
tion-would be 0'2,000 per annum.

The value of the current assets, that is
stock, book debts and the like, was to be
reimbursed under the arrangement that
was under negotiation so that the Indebted-
ness to the Treasury would be reduced
accordingly to the amount directly re-
lated to book value of fixed assets.

For a few years it was expected that
the dividends would not be sufficient to
cover the interest but It was estimated
that, after the foundry and expansion
into ductile iron and other products-
which would reflect escalation of the costs
through escalation of price-the dividends
would improve to eventually get close to
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the actual interest cost, even ignoring any
reduction in interest that would be
achieved on a 'took" basis through the
writing down of the industry's indebted-
ness to the Treasury.

The Problems associated with royalties
on timber and the like did not present any
serious difficulties, although there might
have been some difficulties in giving the
assurances required by the joint industry
for the protection of their timber supplies.
This was a matter to be negotiated with
the Minister for Lands and Forests and
there appeared to be no reason why a
mutually satisfactory arrangement could
not be reached once the economics had
been established and the Industry satis-
factorily covered.

It is interesting to note that even if the
Government had accepted the 'responsibil-
ity to pay a freight subsidy, or some other
form of subsidy, the estimated net results
of the business on a Joint venture basis
over the next seven years would have re-
sulted in a net cash gain to the State-
that is, an actual cash gain to the Govern-
ment-of approximately £160,000 If the £1
Per ton assistance could have phased out
over a seven-year period.

If this assistance could have been re-
duced to l5s. per ton the net cash gain
to the State over the next seven years
would have been something like £240,000.
These figures are measured as against the
estimated results of carrying the Industry
on In Its present form without the advan-
tages to be achieved from the establish-
ment of the foundry and other activities
to produce the higher return in money per
ton for a reasonable proportion of the
total Iron production.

Similar figures on a l5s. per ton basis
continuing right through the seven years
and without any phasing out would have
produced a net cash gain to the State of
£136,775 as compared with carrying on the
business in Its present form.

It will be interesting to note that during
this period-usIng- this proposition, which
It now appears we will not be able to suc-
cessfully negotfate-there would have been
income tax payable by the joint company
had the results from the foundry and other
operations reached the level that was an-
ticipatet-

I would like to just round off the refer-
ence to the first part by saying that It
does appear Impracticable to bring about
an arrangement whereby we could join the
present enterprise-a State Industry-with
a private company and achieve what we
wanted to with the Government retaining
an approximate half interest in the future
expansion.

The economic difficulties are, I am
afraid, insuperable. If, between now and
when the debate resumes, any member
wants information on this particular point
of the economics I will be only too Pleased

to make those figures available to demon-
strate the difference between the two types
of transactions.

Mr. Rowberry: What is the value of the
assets at Wundowie at the present time?

Mr. COURT: For fixed assets, the figure-
Is just over £1,400.000. The current assets
are separate to the fixed assets, in the com-
ments I have made. I should emphasise
that regardless of what happens as a result
of the current negotiations, the Treasury*
is giving consideration to the treatment of'
those assets because there is a very heavy,
Interest burden for the Industry to carry
at the present time. It is 'well known by
those Involved In the industry that their
book value Is far in excess of the economicr
worth. In other words, the economic Worth
Is what they will earn.

I should explain that the payment of
Income tax to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment so far as the State's share is con-
cerned presents some undesirable features.
but this, In addition to some other con-
siderations. has led us to look for alterna-
tives.

Mr. Currpn: Don't you think this smacks
of subsidising Private enterprise from the
public purse, just the same?

Mr. COURT: Not at all. This is a
case where wq arp trying to use some out-
lets of a private industry to help a Gov-
ermnent concern. It is certainly not the
other way round.

Mr. Rowberry: what burden would the
interest be? it would be just Mie taking
it friom one pocket and putting it in an-
other.

Mr. COURT: The Interest has to be
paid.

Mr. lRowberry: But it is just paying,
yourself back.

Mr. COURT: We could argue on this
question for a week:, but the interest has
to be paid, and if it is money owing byr
the State Government it carries interest
and therefore It cannot be ignored and
given no consideration.

Mr. Tonkin: When it is written Off it
still carries Interest.

Mr. COURT: It conies interest as long
as the Government owes the money.

Mr. Tonkin: That is the position with
the State Building Supplies.

Mr. COURT: It carries interest as long
as the money is owing. Nobody has denied
that or suggested it is not the position.
The same applies when railway capital Is
written off because lines are closed. Some-
body still pays the interest even though
It does not appear in the railway accounts-

Mr. Tonkin: It is still a charge on
revenue.

Mr. COURT: I am frying to repre-
sent to members a full and factual ac-
count of the difficult. economic problems
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that confront the industry. We have been
trying to devise ways and means to en-
sure this industry's future by giving it
some diversification. I think if members
Opposite look at this objectively, and free
from any political bias, they might find
we have not done too bad a job in trying
to find a way around this problem, bear-
ing in mind we cannot afford, and neither
would we agee to supply, the very large
sum of money that is necessary to re-
equip this place to provide for diversified
activity as a purely Government foundry.

I should now like to comment briefly
on the alternative that is currently under
consideration. An alternative that has
been explored involves the establishment
at Wundowie of a modern mechanised
foundry by a private firm with an annual
capacity of 6,000 tons per annum Initially.
This would be on a negotiated basis where-
by the company agreed to pay a reason-
able price for the pig iron taken in molten
form direct from the blast furnace into
the meehanised foundry. We are trying
to reach the stage where the_- proposed
works will become part7 of a Wundowle
complex. There would be an integrated
management, but they would be two
separate businesses. The complex would
be run on integrated lines under an in-
tegrated nmanagership such as a person
like Mr. Constantine. He would be the
manager of the total complex even though
there would have to be a financial adjust-
ment between the two industries for
management costs,

The company would accept under its
contractual commitments the obligation
to develop ductile iron, and also other
forms of processing and fabrication which
would not only increase the return in
money per ton but would also expand the
tonnage so processed over a period of
years, The object is to increase the pro-
portion of the total output of the Wun-
dowie industry that is sold within Aus-
tralia on a basis that reflects something
of Australian cost and price escalation
as distinct from the fixed and highly cam-petitive overseas prices which do not reflect
the inevitable cost escalation in this Indus-
try. This has been about three per cent.
per year for the last six years.

The whole of the financial commitment
for the establishment of the foundry and
developments of it would be the respon-
sibility of the private industry. The Wyun-
dowle industry would continue as at pre-
sent, selling part of its production abroad,
in the Eastern States, locally, and in any
other fields it can-it will be a completely
free agent in the selling of this metal-
in addition to the new outlet that would
be developed by the foundry and the asso-
ciated activities established there. In
other words, we would have the oppor-
tunity to sell an ever-increasing propor-
tion of the total output at a price which
reflected something of the Australian cost
escalation.

Although the State Government would
not make any contribution to the capital
Cost of establishing the foundry and as-
sociated industry, the Government would
participate in a share of the profits from
the industry. I want to explain this. The
Government would not be called upon to
make any capital contribution for the
foundry or the extensioni of it, but would
participate In the profits of that foundry
and any other industries that are devel-
oped as part of the foundry project. In
Other Words, as compensation for allowing
the industry to establish close to the blast
furnace, and have the advantage of molten
metal without the normal metal melting
costs that most foundries have, the Gov-
ermnent would be reimbursed through
sharing in the profits thus hoping further
to increase the return per ton in money
for the metal used in the foundry and
associated activities.

If this proves to be a very successful
venture, as we think it could do, of course
the Government will be participating in
this venture on the profit end instead of
Just accepting aL fixed price for its products.
Under this system the State Government
would only have the responsibility of keep-
ing the Wundowie charcoal Iron industry
in a state of good repair, and it is not
envisaged that the capital demands on the
Government for the industry would be very
great, and in most circumstances it would
be manageable within actual funds gener-
ated by the industry itself through de-
preciation and similar allowances that
would be charged in the accounts. It
should be clearly understood, however,
that the losses on the industry, which are
expected to continue and possibly increase,
as evidenced by the figires I have already
given the House this afternoon, would be
borne by the Government in the normal
way.

It should be pointed out, however, that
as a result of the assured market for the
iron that would be taken In molten form
by the new industrial development at
Wundowie, a better yield could be received
in Pasjx Per ton of metal and this would
help slow down the increase In loss. Also
any participation in the profit would
assist In reducing the amount of loss that
the Government would have to carry from
the industry under the new arrangement
compared with operating under the exist-
ing Organisation.

Naturally, with the advent of the
standard gauge railway, and the new
arrangements at Wundowle, every effort
would be made to find ways and means of
minimising the loss in the charcoal iron
industry, but it would be wrong to make
any estimate of what sp~vlngs might be
effected there in view of the fact that the
management has Consistently Over the
years sought every opportunity to keep
costs to a minimum and offset some of
the escalation of costs that has been taking
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place. In other words, this has reduced
the extent to which internal emfclency can
further reduce the lasses on the industry.

The firm that has been the subject of
most of our negotiations is Australian
National Industry (A.N..). This is an
Australian company which has a very
large business within the metal industry
of Australia, and particularly strong
metallurgical know-how. What Is prob-
ably its most important attribute is its
connection with the automotive parts
industry which gives it a market for
mechanised castings to a rester extent
than probably most other people in Aus-
tralia. It is the only firm interested that
has access to a market where there are
large numbers of parts that have to be
Produced in a mechanised foundry and
which could possibly deal with the
tonnage of output and its disposal that
will be necessary. This firm has always
been closely associated with the automo-
tive industry and hence its interest in
ductile iron.

It is only through this form of product
that a foundry could be established and
justified at Wundowie; otherwise it would
be much more economic to establish a
foundry closer to a source of metal, such
as B.H.P.'s blast furnace to be built at
Kwlnana, or in some other capital city.
I might add that the Pig-iron, or the
foundry iron that B.H.P. supply, could be
run in special batches suitable for con-
version to ductile iron. Although the
ordinary run-of-the-mill pig iron would
not be suitable, special batches could be
run; nevertheless the charcoal iron has
an attribute which could be Just a little
in its favour where high tolerance tests
are imposed by the automotive industry.
This could be the determining factor.

One of the offsetting factors so far as
A.N.I. is concerned is the fact that the iron
Produced by the charcoal iron process
would give a product which would be more
suitable for conversion to ductile iron and
the production of the type of castings
that are necessary if A.NT, is to be success-
ful, Without such technical advantage it
is quite obvious it would be impossible to
negotiate-with all the other difficulties
of an economic nature we have to
contend with-for a firm such as A.N.T.
to establish at Wundowie.

I have not endeavoured to expand too
much on the type of products that could
be developed as an extension of a mech-
anised foundry. Naturally, we would except
the mechanised foundry itself to expand.
We should realise that its initial capacity
of 6,000 tons per year is a formidable figure
when measured against the total foundry
capacity in Western Australia at the
present time. It is significant to note
that the total amount of charcoal iron
supplied to all the foundrymen in
Western Australia from Wundowle at
present totals only 7.000 tons Per annum.
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Also it would be wrong to foreshadow
that the Industry would not expand into
some of the types of castings that are
currently being undertaken in Western
Australia, but I am assured that ANI,
in particular, is more Interested in get-
ting into the repetitive type of highly-
mechanised foundry work as distinct from
the jobbing work which forms a large
proportion of the Western Australian
foundry capacity and business.

With adjustments that would take place
internally as a result of the expanded
industry, it is expected that approximately
80 additional jobs would be created at
Wundowie, if we are successful In nego-
tiating the establishment of this exten-
sion of current activities. It would bring
the total work force up to about 450,
which would support a community ex-
pected to expand from its present level
of about 1,200 men, women, and children,
to approximately 1,500.

It is not without difficulty to negotiate
one or more of the different methods that
have been attempted in the past and
are going to be attempted in the future,
but there is a degree of urgency, and it
is felt desirable to obtain from Parliament
the necessary approval to negoglate and
finalise the transactions, using the broad
outline I have given during the Introduc-
tion of this Bill.

It might be argued that we should
negotiate an agreement and then have it
ratified by the next session of Parliament.
This, under certain circumstances, could
be completely impracticable, and we would
lose an excellent opportunity to gain de-
velopment and security that we so badly
need in the interests of those who live
and work at Wundowie.

However, the Bill provides for the leg-
islation to be ineffective after the 30th
June, 1966, on the basis that if we have
not finalised an agreement by then, it
would be reasonable to expect the Gov-
ernment to bring the transaction to Par-
liament for ratification during the next
session, which would normally commence
late in July, 1906.

The Bill is comparatively simple. Clause
2 is confined to setting out the definitions,
as is customary with measures similar to
this. Clause 3 sets out the powers which
are to be given to the Premier and Treas-
urer, acting on behalf of the State. and
any public authority to enter an agree-
ment: and the forms of agreement
provided are wide and varied. I want to
emphasise this, because if we do not have
these powers, it could be that we could
get a desirable type of agreement which
could not be completed because of some
restriction being Imposed.

We did discuss with the Parliamentary
Draftsman the headings of the agreement
that could be incorporated In the Bill, but
it was felt that if this were done it could
be to the disadvantage of the Goverrnent
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in its negotiations, because once the provide for its expansion and diversifica-
schedule was included in the Bill, It
would, for all practical purposes, consti-
tute the conditions under which some
Party would want to conduct, and within
which to confine, negotiations. Members
will note that the clause provides for the
sale, Purchase, and leasing of the Wun-
dowie works, and for the formation and
registration of a company or companies:
and that the Government may hold shares
in any company formed for purposes of
these or associated activities that could go
with any one or more of these functions.

Mr. Jamieson: You will be unlucky if
you do not get it completed by some time
in July next year.

Mr. COURT: If we cannot make a sat-
isfactory deal, we will not complete It
by then. I am quite certain that there
Is a long way to go and some tough deal-
ing to do if we are to negotiate satisfac-
torIly. I do not want to give the im-
pression that we have a negotiation just
around the corner in regard to this mat-
ter. If we could have concluded an agree-
ment In time we would certainly havebrought it to Parliament, that being a
more simple approach: but it was felt
by the Government, after mature con-
sideration, that to leave the matter in
the air until the next session could be
to the detriment of Wundowie.

The rest of the clauses are, to a lage
extent, machinery clauses, and are conse-
quential on clauses 2 and 3. Among these
clauses we have made Provision for the
industry to be Protected under the Broken
Hill Proprietary 1960 agreement, because
there are certain provisions in that agree-
ment which relate to the supply of ore to
Wundowie.

Mr. Hawke: floes the Minister take
sugar in his tea?

Mr. COURT: I can take a hint.
Sitting suspended from 3.46 to 4.5 p.m.

Mr. COURT: I had almost come to the
end of the comments I wanted to make.
I had Invited the attention of members to
the main clauses of the Bill In connection
with the powers the Government is seek-
ing. Perhaps I should summarise the
position briefly.

Firstly, there is no doubt that the In-
dustry in its present form is facing very
Important economic difficulties. These
must be faced up to, and it is thought
that one of the best ways to overcome
these difficulties, or to assist in alleviating
them, is to find some way of extending
and diversifying the activities of the Wun-
dowie Industry.

Secondly, in view of the fact that it has
been accepted that It is not practicable to
arrange for a sale of the Wundowle
Industry under a contract which would

tion, efforts have been made, to date with-
out success, to try to find a partner who
will join on approximately equal shares
with the Government in the expansion of
its activity, without involving the Govern-
ment in additional capital, to provide this
diversification.

Although negotiations have not been
successful to date, I do not want to give
the impression that they have been com-
pletely abandoned: although we are not
very hopeful, because of the economic fac-
tors.

The third point is that, as an alterna-
tive, in order to try to achieve the object
of diversification of the Wundowle activi-
ties, negotations are proceeding to find a
firm-in this case the firm mainly under
consideration is A.N.I.-to undertake the
responsibility to establish at its own cost.
firstly, a foundry-and then an extension
of the foundry activities to take the molten
metal direct from the blast furnace.

It is because of this we seek authority
for such agreement if Parliament is not
in session. The legislation will cease to be
effective. if it is made an Act, on the 30th
June, 1966. In other words, any agreement
negotiated after that date, and finalised
and signed after that date, will have to be
ratified by Parliament.

I would like to make one final point, in
case there is any misconception on this
matter. We are not wedded to A.N.I. If
we can find a firm which would do the
job on better terms, or do it to the greater
satisfaction of the Government, we would
be prepared to negotiate with that firm.
We have not ruled out the possibility of
local firms, but in view of the large capa-
city of this special type of mechanised
foundry, it is not difficult to appreciate
that it wml be difficult to find a local firm
which will be Prepared to accept this com-
mitment. The financial commitment would
not necessarily deter a firm, but the fact
Is that we would need to have a firm which
would have, or be able to develop, a
market for a virtually new product in this
State; namely, large volume mechanised
castings, and Particularly ductile iron
castings.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr.
Hawke (Leader of the Opposition).

BILLS (3): MESSAGES

Appropriations
Messages from the Governor received

and read recommending appropriations for
the purposes of the following Bills:-

1. Parliamentary Allowances Act Amend-
mnent Bill (No. 2).

2. Members of Parliament. Reimburse-
ment of Expenses Act Amendment
Bill.

3. Wundowle Charcoal Iron and Steel
Industry Agreement Bill.
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QUESTIONS (10): ON NOTICE

TYRES ON GOVERNMENT VEHICLES
Forests Department: Makes and

Average Mileage
1.Mr. BICKERTON asked the Minister

for Forests:
(1) How many Government vehicles

are operated by the Forests De-
partment?

(2) With what brand or brands of
tyres are they equipped?

<3) What is the average mileage per
tyre prior to-
(a) recapping or retreading;
(b) being declared unserviceable?

Mr. BOVELL replied:
(1) 376.
(2) Various brands but specific details

are not available.
(3) This information is not available.

2. This question was postponed.

DAM ON GASCOYNE RIVER
Investigations: Money Allocated

3. Mr. NORTON asked the Minister for
Works:

What amount of money has been
allocated in this Year's estimates
for further investigation of dam
sites on the Gascoyne River and/
or its tributaries?

Mr. COURT (for Mr. Ross Hutchin-
son) replied:

£5,000.

SERVICE STATIONS AT~ NORTH
BEACH

Applications for Re-zoning of Sites

4. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Town
Planning:
(1) Has he any requests for re-zoning

for the purpose of establishing
service stations at North Beach?

(2) If so-
(a) how many:
(b) by whom were they lodged;
(c) when were the applications

made:
(d) what sites are involved;
(e) has a decision been Made

and, if so. what?
(3) If no decision has been made.

when does he anticipate it will
be?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) NO.
(2) and (3). Answered by (1).

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
BUILDING

Barracks: Nature and Cost of Work

5. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
for Works:
(1) What is the nature of the work

at present in progress, in and
about the archway of the Public
Works building (Barracks)?

(2) What is the estimated Cost of
these activities?

Toilet Extensions: Cost
(3) What is the estimated cost of the

brick extensions to toilets on Par-
liament House Reserve at ap-
proximately the rear of the
architectural section of the build-
ing?

Mr. COURT (for Mr. Ross Hutchin-
son) replied:
(1) Underpinning the foundations of

the archway.
(2) £2,000.
(3) £550.

SCHOOL-LEAVING AGE: EXTENSION
TO 15 YEARS

Children Involved

6. Mr. TONKINI asked the Minister for
Education:
(1) As a consequence of the amend-

ment of the Education Act in
1984 requiring that, after 1965,
children must remain at school
untill the end of the year in which
they turn 15 years of age, what
is the estimated number of addi-
tional children who are expected
to remain at school in 1981?

Teachers and Classroom: Adequacy
(2) Is it confidently anticipated that

sufficient teachers will be avail-
able without increasing the size
of classes and that sumfcient
classrooms will be ready in time?

Mr. LIEWIS replied:
(1) About 2,500.
(2) Yes.

LAND SUBDIVISIONS
Public Open Space Excisions: Payment

in Lieu
7. Mr. HAILT asked the Minister repre-

senting the Minister for Town Plan-
ning:

(1) Is it to be Interpreted from the
action of the Government in in-
troducing amending legislation
to provide greater flexibility in
the provision for open space land
in subdivisions, and that small
tracts of land unsuitable for pub-
lie purposes be sold and money
Paid into a fund?
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(2) That the Present conditions re- ELECTRICITY METERS IN FLATS
garding subdivisions made by the
Town Planning Hoard for the pur-
pose as mentioned are and were
illegal?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) NO.
(2) No.

SENATE VACANCY
Senator Vincent: Election of

Replacement
8. Mr. JAMIESON asked the Premier:

Will any further notification from
the Commonwealth be required by
the Governor before issuing a writ
to hold a Senate replacement
election conjointly with the House
of Representatives election in 1966,
as the result of the death last year
of Senator Vincent?

Mr. NALDER (for Mr. Brand) replied:
The Governor will require notice
of the writ for the House of Repre-
sentatives election.

SCHOOL ENROLMENTS
Millen Infants' and Primaryz Schools:

Attendances
P. Mr. DAVIES asked the Minister for

Education:
(1) What is the present number of

children attending-
(a) Millen Infants' School;
(b) Millen Primary School?

(2) What are the estimated numbers
which will attend these schools in
1966?
Survey of Future Attendances

(3) At what time each Year do schools
seek information as to intended
new enrolments?

(4) In what manner is such informa-
tion sought?

Mr. LEWIS replied:
(1) (a) 93.

(b) 628.
(2) (a) 130.

(b) 620-630.
(3) Throughout the second half of the

year.
(4) Mainly from information supplied

by children and parents but also
from local authorities, State Hous-
ing ComlssioD. etc. as to number
of new houses.
I understand the department con-
siders that in most areas each
household represents .8 of a prima-
ary-school child.

Rockingham Block: Application of
Departmental Policy

10. Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Electricity:

Adverting to the question asked on
the 11th November in connection
with the installation of electricity
meters to separately owned self
contained flats, will he relate the
question to the block of four flats
at 129 Parkin Street, Rockingham,
originally owned by Mr. Mv. J.
O'Rourke, but two of which were
sold about five years ago?

Mr. NALDER replied:
Inspection shows that safety con-
siderations make it inadvisable to
have separate master services for
each fiat unless considerable
alterations to the electrical instal-
lation, and some structural altera-
tions, are effected.

STATE TENDER BOARD ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed, from the 18th Novem-

ber, on the following motion by Mr. Brand
(Premier):

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

MRt. JAMIESON (Beeloo) (4.18 p.m.]:
As the Premier indicated when he Intro-
duced the measure, it is a very small
amendment to the Act which is about to be
proclaimed, as a result of a Bill which was
passed by both Houses during this session,
that being Bill No. 40 on the list.

All that the measure before us seeks to
do Is to give the Government a wider scope
in the appointment of members to the
State Tender Board, which is to be set up
under the Act, rather than under regula-
tions promulgated by the Treasury. This
is quite a desirable feature, and the main
Intention is to obtain the services of Mr.
Telfer to commence the operations of the
board, in view of his lengthy service with
the Previous tender board. No doubt his
experience and co-operation will enable the
new State Tender Board to get off to a
flying start in the next year or two.

In response to a proposition which I put
forward, It seems that the Premier's inten-
tion Is to appoint a full-time chairman to
the board, in view of the magnitude of the
duties. I understand that towards the end
of his appointment as Under-Secretary for
Mines Mr. Telfer was finding it difficult to
keep up with the duties of the board.

As the State grows, more and more duties
and responsibilities will be thrust on the
board, and it is a good move to set up the
board under the guidance of Mr. Telfer,
and subsequently to have a full-time officer
to be in charge of its affairs.
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Mr. Bickerton: It would be tough on the
Tender Board.

Mr. JAMIESON: It would be. This
Bill Is a step In the right direction, but I
hope it will not be the intention of future
Governments to appoint people to the
board just for the sake of appointing
them. People Possessing special qualifica-
tions would on occasions be of consider-
able assistance to the board, as Mr. Telfer
is at the present time.

Although he has been appointed as
special advisor to the Mines Depaxrment,
during the period of the setting-up of the
State Tender Board under the new legisla-
tion, he will spend the bulk of his time with
the board, and towards the last six months
of his appointment he will be serving
almost on a full-time basis. Because of his
wealth of experience, and because he has
been a very effective civil servant-who was
always Prepared to do his best for the State
in any capacity in which he served-the
Premier's action in appointing him is fully
justified. I have much pleasure in support-
ing the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Tird Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by

Mr. Nalder (Deputy Premier), and trans-
mitted to the Council.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1965-66
In Committee

Resumed from the 7th
Chairman of Committees
Manning) in the Chair.

October, the
(Mr. W. A.

Vote: Railways, £5,085,000-
MR. BRADY (Swan) (4.20 p.m.]: In

speaking to the Loan Estimates there are
a number of matters I wish to raise in
connection with the railways, as I know
my electors will be disappointed if I do
not raise them, particularly those con-
cerning the standard gauge railway.

At the moment, the standard gauge
railway is passing through my electorate;
and, within 100 yards of my home, there is
a considerable amount of confusion,
trouble, and difficulty being experienced by
the ratepayers; and these people have not
been able to get anywhere as a result of
effort on my part through departmental
officers and through the Minister. This
approach has got them nowhere, Natur-
ally they are looking for some redress or
consideration from the Government in re-
gard to their problem; and whilst it may
not be of great material satisfaction to
them to have these matters ventilated in
Parliament, it may give them some satis-
faction to know they are recorded in

Hansard. In addition, members of Parlia-
ment will be able to see what may be ex-
pected In their electorates as work on the
standard gauge railway continues.

Whilst I will be talking mainly on the
standard gauge railway and the difficulties
being experienced in my electorate, I want
also to deal with the Loan Estimates in
so far as they affect the spending of money
from the General loarn Fund. As far as
I can see, while about £58,000,000 is being
spent on the railways, an absolute
minimum amount of this money is being
spent in the Government railway work-
shops which, in the first instance, were
built to look after the activities of the
railways in regard to locomotives, rolling
stock, coaching stock, repairs, mainten-
ance, railway Projects, and so on. Despite
this, out of the £58,000,000 being spent.
it appears that an absolute minimum will
be spent in the Government railway work-
shops, which were essentially built for
railway activities.

Mr. O'Connor: They are being given the
opportunity of tendering.

Mr. BRADY: That is an interesting Point
the Minister has raised; and seeing the
Matter of tendering has been brought
forward, I would appreciate it if the
Minister for Railways or the Minister for
Transport would point out to me why the
workshops are missing out on these
tenders.

When railway matters are being dis-
cussed in this Chamber the Minister for
Railways continuously emphasises the
efficiency of the railways. The railway
workshops have had a 50-years start on
these other companies; so where is the
efficiency if they are missing out on the
tenders? That is the sort of thing that
is worrying me. Is it because the railway
workshops are so cluttered up with
machinery and overheads that they can-
not get within range of the tenders sub-
mitted by other organisatiofls, some Of
which were on the Way out in a financial
sense, some six or seven years ago? Some of
them did not know where the next penny
was coming from a few years ago-back in
1959-but today they are flourishing firms.
making big Profits at the expense of the
taxpayer in Western Australia and at the
expense of the Government workshops and
its railway employees.

I think that is a reflection on the
Government, and it is not giving a fair
go to those railwaymen who, more or less,
devote their lives to the railways, so far
as their employment is concerned. I am
going to have quite a lot to say about that
later; because, while it has been the
poicy of the Government to do everything
to drive the men out of the railways over
the last five or six years, the Government
is now In a position where it is trying to
get the men back again and is not meeting
with much success. In my opinion, this
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pact on the
the position
railways to
grinding to

going to have
railways. In

as the member
some extent

a halt.

a serious im-
fact, as I see
for Swan, our
are gradually

The member for Darling Range laughs.
That is his contribution! It will Prob-
ably be his contribution for the rest of
the session. However, he may let us
know what he thinks about the railways
if he speaks on these Loan Estimates,
when we will find out he knows as much
about the railways as he does about other
things.

As I said before, I am really concerned
about the railway workshops, as they were
built as an enterprise to handle railway
activities, and yet the railwaymen for the
last five or six years have been so dis-
couraged that they have left the railways.
The result is that the Railways Depart-
ment is now paying out considerable sums
of additional money to get a job done
which should be done in normal hours and
not at overtime rates. In the locomotive
section of the railways I believe 109
cleaners were employed in recent times
and 89 or 90 of them left. I believe
the firemen are leaving like rats from a
sinking ship.

The Minister for Transport recently re-
plied to mec in connection with permanent
way men, and his answer reveals a stagger-
lug position. On the 12th November. the
Minister assisting the Minister for Rail-
ways wrote to me giving me a reply which
should have been given in the House. He
had this to say-

On November 10, 1965, you asked a
Parliamentary Question concerning
railway permanent way employees,
and in reply you were advised that
the information was not readily avail-
able but that it would be extracted
and you would be advised as early
as possible.

The information You requested is as
follows:-

Question 1:
What number of permanent Way

gangs were understaffed in W.A. at
30th June, 1965?

The answer stated that 123 gangs were
understaff ed. Continuing-

Question 2:
what number of permanent way
employees:

(a) resigned for year
30th June, 1965;

(b) were engaged?

ending

The answer was as follows:-
(a) 1,152.
(b) 1,076 excluding 102 men,

ex-einployees of Midland
Railway Co. of W.A. Ltd.

Anyone who knows anything about rail-
ways knows that it is a serious position for
a railway to be in-a railway in which

£100,000,000 of Public funds is invested. If
there is no Permanent way, there is no
railway, We can have all the efficient
commnissioners of railways, chief traffic
managers, district loco superintendents,
permanent way inspectors, and all the
other heads of railways; but if there is
no permanent way capable of carrying
some 10,000,000 or 12.000,000 tons of traffic
per year, there is no railway. Yet we have
the revealing position that the Minister
for Railways could not tell me how many
gangs were understaffed on the 30th
June, 1965.

If I had been the Minister for Railways
or the officer in charge of this department
I would have had a day-to-day record of
what was going on in the permanent way
when the serious situation had been
reached where 1,000 men a year were
leaving. There should be a special inquiry.
Why are 1,000 men leaving for some un-
accountable reason?

Mr. O'Connor: You are not quite fair.
Mr. BRADY: I am. I asked the same

question last year and was told that 1,000
men left last year and I have been told
the same this year. What I am trying to
do is impress upon the Minister and his
assistant that they are getting into a very
serious position and that unless they do
something about it very shortly the rail-
ways will not be able to handle the traffic
offering to them. If they are relying on
road transport to handle the extra traffic
they will be in for a shock because the
road transport is already being utilised to
capacity.

Mr. O'Connor: That information was
given a couple of days after you asked for
it.

Mr. BRADY: Yes; but why was it not
given on the same day? It was referring
to the 30th June, not to the 30th Novem-
ber or the 15th November. This concerns
the railways, in which £100,000,000 of
public money is tied up. There are 123
gangs understaffed, and yet I have to
wait for some days to get a reply.

The position is serious because I under-
stand that in some Parts of the State
there is only one man, a ganger, and a gang
usually looks after 15 to 20 miles of per-
manent way. Many gangs have only three
or four in them and four men are required
to pull a trolley on to the railway line.

My attention was drawn to the situation
when I was travelling on the Wongan line
to Geraldton during Show Week. I could
hardly drink a cup of tea on the train
between Goomalling and Morawa. That
is how rough the permanent way was in
that particular area.

As so much money Is being poured into
private establishments in the metropolitan
area I am wondering why more is not
being used in the Midland workshops for
the upgrading of the rolling stock, to do

2686



(Friday, 19 November, 1985.] 68

new work, and generally improve the
overall position for the permanent way,
the loco men, and the traffic and other
sections.

I wish to draw the attention of the
Minister to the meagre amount of money
allowed on the Estimates for the work-
shops, as compared with previous years.
In 1963-64 the expenditure on rolling
Stock was £1,045,558; while for the current
year, 1964-65, it was £135,306. I am
wondering what Is going to happen to the
rolling and coaching stock for the stan-
dard gauge railway, because as half the
work has now gone to private firms around
the city it is about time the railway work-
shops were given some new work rather
than left with maintenance and repair
work, These tradesmen and their ap-
prentices appreciate new work rather than
maintenance and repair work.

I have seen no reference to coaching
stock for the standard gauge railway and
I was wondering whether the department
is now negotiating with the Eastern States
railways to run their coaching stock over
our State railways, once again taking
away the work from the Western Austra-
lian Government workshops. I might be
right off the beam In some of my state-
ments, and If I am I regret it. However,
unless Information is made available to
members readily when they ask questions
they have to surmise. When we interview
people and find out that permanent way
men and the loco men are leaving the
Job we begin to wonder what Is going to
happen to the future of the railways.

I have another reason for referring to
the Midland Junction railway workshops.
There are huge workshops there in which
a colossal amount of capital is invested in
plant and machinery. The workshops
provide an avenue of employment for the
people in the Swan electorate. Already
the steam section has been virtually
closed down, and these men have been
transferred to East Perth and Kewdale.
As a result they are shifting their resi-
dence away from the Swan electorate and
business has been lost by the Midland
business people and also avenues of em-
ployment are being lost as well as potential
apprenticeships.

Therefore I feel I should refer to the
meagre amount being spent on rolling
stock as compared with what has been
spent in previous years. I am hoping the
Minister and the assistant Minister will do
what they can to avoid importing rolling
stock from the Eastern States and overseas
when it could be built in the shops at Mid-
land Junction.

I am also intrigued with some of the
brochures and information distributed
about the standard gauge railway, and I
have asked a series of questions to which
I expect to get the answers next week.
However, before I get on to that angle, I
want to say that when I was speaking on

this subject last year I thanked the Min-
ister for arranging for the parliamentary
party to Inspect the line through the Avon
Valley. I want to take this opportunity
this year of thanking the assistant Minis-
ter for arranging a similar trip some little
time ago for the members of the shire
councils and members of Parliament. The
project seems to be progressing very well,
and I think we are all pleased to think the
money is being spent on that railway. I.
know that not one of us would hope that
it would be a failure.

However, when 'we see and hear certain
things we ask ourselves whether all the
glamour that has been associated with the
standard gauge railway is Justified. In one
of these brochures It reads-

These improvements to the service,
alone, will convert the present £500,000
a Year lass on the Perth-Northam sec-
tion into an operating profit of nearly
£100,000 a year.

In other words, there will be a saving on
the Perth-Northam line of £600,000 a year.
That same figure was mentioned about four
or five years ago and at that stage
only £2,250,000 was going to be spent on
this line on a single line dual track. To-
day £9,500,000 is being spent on a double
line dual track. Is it in order that these
brochures such as I have In front of me
should claim that there will be a saving of
£600,000 a year? I feel it could be mis-
leading to many people.

What I am concerned about-and I
know that you, Mr. Chairman, will apprec-
late this, being a country member-is what
effect this will have in the long run on
transport costs. Here we have a railway
which was originally estimated to cost
about £41,500,000. I1 think the latest esti-
mate Is £58,000,000. If we say £42,000,000
was the original estimate, to make it easier,
the difference between £42,000,000 and
£58,000,000, is £16,000,000. That is a third
more than the original estimate; and if we
take into consideration the interest, we
realise that the State is now up for some
£500,000 or £600,000 more interest than
when the project was first started.

Then, of course, later on we have to have
a depreciation fund and a sinking fund:
and who is going to pay for all that? Is
the primary producer to accept extra
freight charges over and above the money
he is now being called upon to pay so that
the State can receive matching money?

You, Mr. Chairman, are a man who, I
know, gives a lot of thought to the
economics and other activities of the rail-
ways-and of other spheres--In Western
Australia. I ask You: Can we afford to be
spending millions of pounds on roads, and
at the same time, spend millions of pounds
on railways and expect the users to pay
these enormous costs? I myself think that
the Minister for Railways is going to be in
a lot of trouble unless the B.H.P. and the
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Primary Producers have their costs in con- Mr. BRADY: I was told that the intervals
nection with the standard gauge railway
stepped up considerably. That will not be
easy to arrange.

In the meantime, I am concerned because
ralwaymen are leaving the job like flies.
That is not a very happy position in what
could be the biggest business concern of
the Government in Western Australia.
There are reasons for the men leaving, and
I am going to mention one or two of them.
We know, of course, that the private comn-
panies doing work in the north-west have
been offering very high wages and salaries
to attract people to the north. Also, I have
here an extract from The West Australian
of the 16th November. 1965, which states
that lads at the age of 17 and 18 years can
get full adult pay and have a career by
joining the Army.

So I say to the Minister for Railways, and
to the Minister assisting the Minister for
Railways that I am afraid they will need to
have much better employer-employee rela-
tions than they have at present if they are
going to keep the railways going as they
should. Let me say to the Minister that I
am not too sure he is not taking undue
risks in regard to the railways. I hope he
is not. But my attention has been drawn
to one or two of the activities of the Rail-
ways Department in connection with the
standard gauge railway.

There is a committee within the railways
known as the Signal Site Committee. It is
composed of five or six men very well
skilled in their respective trades-electrical
engineers, locomotive men, and traffic men,
etc.

Recently, that committee went along the
stretch of standard gauge railway between
Bellevue and Northam to select the sites for
signals. I believe that invariably when the
committee suggested where a signal should
be put-at very important locations--it was
told not to press the point because the con-
tract had been let 12 months earlier to the
firm which was supplying the signalling
gear.

I do not know how much of that sort of
thing is going on with regard to railway
contracts, but to me that does not spell
efficiency, particularly when we have been
told time and time again in this State that
safety is the keynote in the railways today.
If practical men, in the interests of safety
in the railways, suggest that a certain site
is the correct position for a signal, then
that should be the site. The committee
should not be told that the contract has
been let, and the signals are to be put at
10-mile intervals, irrespective. That is not
the way to run a safe railway system in
Western Australia, or in any other part of
Australia.

Mr. O'Connor: Were you told that the
signals were to be at 10-mile intervals?

of the signals was to be approximately 10
miles. They were not put at the sites
which the committee, in the interests
Of safety and best results from the trains
and their crews, decided would be the best
positions. I understand that invariably
the committee was told, "Don't do that; it
will cost extra money. The contract has
been let, and we want to get on with the
job."

I believe a section of the line will get a
semaphore system of signalling, when we
already have a very efficient signalling set-
up on the eastern goldfields line. That
brings me to the point that in The West
Australian of Tuesday, the 12th November,
Mr. Charles K. Edwards of Como, in de-
ploring the lack of public interest in the
closing down of the Clackline-Bolgart
railway, had the following to say:-

Many thousands of pounds have been
spent on a system of electric signalling
for safety which will be scrapped. At
a time when we are placing so much
emphasis on the need for faster move-
ment of transport-

This is going to apply to the standard
gauge railway more than to the eastern
goldfilds line. To continue-

it is proposed to move in a completely
opposite direction.

However, if the closure of this rail-
way cannot be prevented the land
should be reserved for future outer-
suburban electric double-track train
services and on no account be made
available for a road.

This gentleman went on to make other
comments. My point here is that we have
a railway line already built with modern
signalling, and we are going to have
another modern track with, what is in
my opinion, second-grade signalling.

As I understand the position, from the
railwaymen's point of view it is most
imperative that they have up-to-date
signalling, because they are going to
change from one system which they have
had for many years to another system.
The old system was on the 3 ft. 8 in.
gauge line and now with the 4 ft. 8* in.
gauge, the crews will be operating on
a dual system. Unless the men are
doubly sure in regard to all the signal-
ling devices, some very serious accidents
can occur. There could be loss of life.

Signals play a major part in regard
to the railways when the average speed
is only 20 or 25 miles an hour. What
is going to happen when we are running
trains which are allegedly going to travel
at speeds of 50, 60, and 70 miles an hour
while hauling anything up to 3,000 tons?
The average haul in the railways today is
about 300 tons.

As I have said before, I am hoping.
for the sake of the State and for the
sake of the ratepayers and taxpayers, that
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the whole venture will be a success. How-
ever, I want to point out that the Rail-
ways Department might be rushing into
a lot of these matters without being
fully prepared. I will probably come back
later to the standard gauge railway where
it affects the overall position.

What I want to do now is to get down
to a specific problem in my own electorate
of Swan. As I stated when I commenced
my speech, we have many problems and
I know that some members in the House
will say, tonight, that these are very pal-
try matters for the member for Swan to
raise in Parliament.

I fully appreciate that, but in my opinion
the residents in my electorate have been
dealt with in a very paltry way both by
the Railways Commission and by the
Minister. I would like to instance a few
complaints to illustrate My Point. The
Midland Municipal Council has co-operated
100 per cent. with the Railways Depart-
ment in this project, but it is not receiv-
ing any co-operation In return.

Mr. O'Connor: To which project are
you referring?

Mr. BRADlY: I am referring at the
moment to the level crossing project at
West Midland. For 50 years the rate-
payers in this area have been able to use
the underway at the West Midland sta-
tion: they have had a footpath for their
use; and they had an area which they
could use with safety. The Railways De-
partment is building a level crossing for
the standard gauge railway and it is
building a road, but it is not providing
a footpath. Yet when the local council
raises the matter It is ignored. It is six
weeks or two months since the council
raised the question and still nothing has
been done about a footpath, even though
the ratepayers have had a footpath In the
subway for the last 50 years. That is
the paltry way the ratepayers are being
treated.

Where the subway has been there will
be a new underway for the standard gauge
railway. But it is so small that one could
not even swing a cat in it. If two young
people tried to ride their bikes, or Push
their bikes, through together there would
be chaos. Yet 300 or 400 people will be
expected to use this approach to the rail-
ways two and three times a day.

When I raised the question of a foot-
path the Minister's reply, which no doubt
was framed by departmental officers,
was to the effect that these people could
go under the subway. On that particular
day there was an overhead spray of water
which was keeping the concrete work for
the railways wet. At the same time work-
men were building a two or three-foot
ramp so that the people could get across
because the water was interfering with
the work on the underway for the new
station.

There is one other matter I wish to
raise in which even the Minister is in-
volved, because he has taken up the
cudgels on behalf of the department and
its officers even though he does not know
the first thing about it, and he has
obviously been wrongly advised. I would
point out to the assistant Minister that
the People living In West Midland-in
Chatham Street, Montreal Road, and
Holmesdale Road-had their Properties
flooded on two occasions last winter. They
were flooded out in May and again in
August. The People there complain they
are losing fences as a consequence of water
flooding their Properties. They also lose
the use of their yards, when they are
flooded out,' and one Person uses his
Property as a commercial flower garden.

When the flooding subsides the residents
of that locality find stagnant water lying
around their backyards and as a result
they have appealed to the municipal
council to lower the valuations on theirproperties. People do not do that just to
embarrass the council or the Minister for
Railways; they do it because they have agenuine Complaint. A railwaymian who
lives there lost 20 head Of Poultry in the
early Part of August. He calne home about
3 O'clock in the morning and found his
Place flooded. He saved some of his birdsbut 20 fowls were drowned, lie wrote to
the Railways Department to obtain re-dress but he has been told that he has no
case, because the water level this Year hasbeen no higher than any Other year.

The Minister, instead of taking advicefrom his departmental officers on these
matters would be better advised to visit
the localities concerned and see for himself
just what is going on instead of sending
Out letters like he has done on occasions.
I would like to Quote two of the letters
Which have been written. One letter wasdated the 8th October and addressed toMr. Esparon. It was in regard to a claimfor £14 His Claim was refused, yet theGovernment Is spending £58,000,000 on this
railway Project: and contractors are likelyto lose £1,000 a day if their contracts arenot completed in time-althOugh no doubt
most of them are allowed extra time. Theletter written to me on the matter, dated
the 29th October, reads as follows:-..

The Deputy Commissioner has for-warded your letter concerning theflooding of residences at West Midland
to me for sight, and I wish to comment
as follows for Your information.

As YOU know the Question of flooding
of Properties in this area is one whichhas received a lot Of careful attention
and been the subject Of Previous
correspondence.

At the request of the railway de-
partment a thorough investigation wasrecently carried out by Messrs Maun-
sell & Partners, Consulting Engineers
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to establish whether there is any con-
nection between the construction of
the standard gauge railway and the
flooding, and their report clearly
indicated that there is no evidence to
support this theory.

Flooding of the Helena River is a
regular occurrence and the flood levels
are influenced by a number of factors,
such as the level of the Swan River,
overflow from Mundaring Weir, wind
direction and velocity and the intens-
ity of the rainfall. Examination of
records has shown that the maximum
flood levels during the winter Just Past
were no higher than those in 1963 and
1964.

The letter written to Mr. Esparon on the
8th October reads as follows:-

in reply to your letter of 5th Sep-
tember, 1965. I have to advise that
the matter of flood levels in the area
have been fully investigated and
records confirm that flood levels in
1963 and 1964 were similar to those
reached In 1985.

it Is obvious therefore that the
flooding of your poultry yard was not
the result of the construction of the
Standard Gauge Railway and your
claim for loss of poultry cannot be
accepted.

I could read the other paragraphs but
It would take up a good deal of the time
that is allowed me on this debate. How-
ever. I would point out to the Minister
that this flooding is causing people great
;nconv~fiilCe. For many years there has
been a seven or eight chain run-off for
the flood water in this area and that has
enabled the Helena River to take its course
until it reaches the Woodbridge crossing.
Today that run-off for the Helena River
ha been reduced to about a chain or 14
chains and, as a result, whereas the water
used to rise gradually over a day, or half a
day, now, when the Mundearing Weir over-
flows, it banks up in a matter of two or
three hours. The water, therefore, instead
of being able to get away with a seven or
eight chain rim-off, is held back by the
banks of the standard gauge railway, and
this retults in flooding in half a
dozen different Places. This is causing a
great deal of trouble to the residents conl-
cerned.

This flooding is causing fences to be
damaged, Poultry to be lost, and gardens
to be ruined. Yet when a man claims £14
compensation for 20 fowls he is told by
the department that the water level has
been no higher this year than in
previous years. Nothing else is taken
into consideration; and, as a result, these
people are forced to appeal to the council
to have the whole of the area revalued
so that their valuations can be reduced.

That is the sort of thing that is hap-
pening at West Midland because of the
standard gauge railway. Yet the depart-
mental officers smugly come along, look

at the water level somewhere, and say it
is just the same this year as it has been
for the last 10 Years, and wipe the local
people off.

F~rom, my Point of view, and from the
point of view of the local taxpayers, that
is not good enough: and whilst we know
that B.H.P. and its shareholders-and
particularly the one in New Zealand-will
no doubt, in the ultimate, gain the benefit
from this standard gauge railway and, in
addition, will no doubt receive an invita-
tion to the opening of that railway, they
will not have to put up with the Inconveni-
ences with which the local residents have
been suffering.

I want the Minister to have a look at
the area so that he may be able to do
something for the municipal authority
and the ratepayers who are having diffi-
culties, and not Indulge In so much
glamour about the railway which, in the
final analysis, cannot be substantiated.

Mr. Court: Don't you think we have
done this already?

Mr. BRAI)Y; Only up to a point. I
have instanced to the Minister many of
the inconveniences to which the people
in that area are subjected; and If he had
even the slightest elementary knowledge
of the rainfall at Midland he would be
writing a sympathetic letter to the man
who has submitted a claim of £14 for the
poultry he has lost, instead of allowing
contractors who have not kept to their
schedule to be released from Paying the
penalty If, and when, there is delay in the
work.

Further, I have complained about
machines which work all the week and
on every Saturday and Sunday, and on
all Public holidays. They greatly affect
the health of those railwaymen who
work night shift and who try to obtain
some sleep during the day. Apparently
they are not to be given any consideration
whatsoever. I am now told that, on
Sunday week, the work on the standard
gauge railway route is to be conducted
for 14 hours commencing from 5 a.m. that
day so that some of the work In that area
can be completed.

If the work was essential, Perhaps I
could agree with the Minister that these
hours are necessary, but he should be
more reasonable with the taxpayers in
the district who have to suffer the incon-
venience of noise, dust, and flooded back-
yards, and who now find themselves with-
out any footpaths and being subjected to
all kinds of inconvenience resulting from
the work on this project.

I do not even envy the shareholders of
B.H.P., including the one in New Zealand,
being paid extra dividends for the next 50
years; I merely want the local residents
treated as human beings whilst I am their
member of Parliament. So I will continue
to voice In this House the protests they
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are making. Further, the work on the
standard gauge railway has affected many
businesses. One man named Stevens told
me he had to close his business because
all the houses in his vicinity had been
vacated or removed because of the standard
gauge railway, and he had suffered a loss
in income.

These inconveniences are not only caus-
ing the local residents a great deal of con-
cern, but they are also causing me much
concern, Particularly when I cannot make
any impression upon the Minister, because
he seems to accept the advice of his de-
partmental officers all the time. I cannot
think of a more paltry approach than the
one that was made to this man who lost
over 20 head of poultry valued at £14,
when all the Minister needed to have said
was that, beyond doubt, there were circum-
stances associated with the standard gauge
railway which made the claim a genuine
one.

I also want to complain that there are
other people-and this matter has been
ventilated in the Press, also-in the vicinity
of the Bellevue station who have enjoyed
the pleasure of neighbours living alongside
them, the facility of an overhead bridge
which their children could use when travel-
ling backwards and forwards to school, and
the minimum of railway noise; but now the
standard gauge railway is to go through
within a few yards of where they live, they
find their neighbours have gone, the houses
which they occupied have been purchased
by the Railways Department, and the over-
head bridge which used to assure the safety
of their children has been removed. What
is more, when the Railways Department is
asked to purchase their houses they are
told that this cannot be done.

One woman residing at No. 4, Belle-
vue Road, Bellevue is most anxious
to quit her home because she realises
that the standard gauge railway will
go right past her house, that her neigh-
bours have shifted, and that her children
are in danger now that the overhead bridge
has been removed. She is desirous that
the department should take over her house.
If the Railways Department thinks the
standard gauge railway is such an impor-
tant Project, it should take over this house
for use by a railway employee instead of
foisting a raw deal on this woman and
her children, who are now In danger whilst
travelling to school by not being able to
use the overhead bridge.

In regard to the West Midland station,
I am not happy about the approach of the
Railways Department to the residents of
my electorate, nor am I happy about the
overall position and the way it has been
handled by the department. For some two
years the West Midland station has been
one of the best in the metropolitan area--
a station of which one could be proud. It
was well lit and had every convenience one
could expect. Today one can only compare

it with the black hole of Calcutta, because
one can hardly see one's hand in front of
one. It is lit with only three or four globes,
little better than 40 to 50-watt.

Mr. J. Hegney: And we call that pro-
gress.

Mr. BRADY: Yes; that is what we call
progress. Fuirther, residents In the West
Midland area used to be able to Purchase
a return fare but now they are denied that
concession. I have this complaint from a
ratepayer, and it reads as follows:-

Dear Mr. Brady,
I feel that the reconstructed West

Midland Station should have more
than 'bus-type" shelters. If we are to
have an island Platform, obviously
passengers bound for both Perth and
Midland will be together; has a count
ever been made of the number of pas-
sengers using this station at the one
time, when the crowds of children front
the High School are there?

At present a large area of the plat-
form on the southern side is under
shelter, in addition to a completely
enclosed Booking Hall. If. in Place of
this we have an island Platform and
bus-type shelters, an impossible situa-
tion will be created in the extremes of
weather and, as usual, the very old
and the very young will suffer, because
obviously the "shelters" which, in most
cases are more ornamental than useful,
will be Pitiably inadequate to deal with
the crowd.

We hear that Western Australia Is
progressing; I say spare us from any
more progress at West Midland if this
Is the result. For 50 Years now, we have
had a large, well-conducted, many-
services-available-station, but under
the "progressive" administration, we
are to be reduced to a country siding,
with no service and no shelter.

With best wishes,
Yours faithfully,

Robert Coulson.
Mr. J7. Hegney: And no toilets.
Mr. BRADY: That is the type of letter

I am receiving as member for the district
about the lack of facilities at the West
Midland station. In the winter, there is
no shelter to protect the passengers from
the rain; in the summer there is no shelter
to protect them from the heat; there are
no toilets; there are only bus-type
shelters; and passengers have to make the
best way they can in crossing backwards
and forwards to the station. No practical
approach is being made by the depart-
ment or the Minister to solve these prob-
lems.

Another point is that frequently I go
home on the 4.30 p.m. or the 5 p.m. train
from Perth. and the coaches are crowded
all the way to Bayswater. When we get
to Success Hill invariably the train pulls
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up half a train Past the Platform and
people have to clamber over the permanent
way track in order to get on to the plat-
form to make their way out of the station.
On one occasion I saw a woman having to
do this when she alighted from the coach,
and she abused the guard. There is
nothing on the Perth station to advise
those Passengers who wish to alight at an
intermediate station to travel in the back
coaches so that they can alight on the
platform when the train pulls up, nor are
there any notices at the Intermediate sta-
tions. Such is the efficiency of the Rail-
ways Department.

A fortnight ago I saw a 10-coach train
pull up at the West Midland station, and
five of the coaches did not reach the plat-
form when the train stopped. I saw 18
passengers unload themselves and crawl
down a 14-ft. embankment. This is the
type of efficiency we are getting in the
railways. Heaven knows what is going
on around the other stations in the metro-
politan area, if this sort of thing is hap-
pening in my electorate, and I am in a
position to come to Parliament and comn-
plain.

I think it is about time somebody de-
veloped a practical viewpoint to see what
can be done to encourage people to use
the railways more, rather than to drive
them away; because that appears to be
the policy operating in the railways today.

Members need not take my word for
what is happening; they can see for
themselves and discover that what I have
referred to is correct. They can make a
further check by looking up statistics to
see that the commuters on the railways
are dropping off by thousands. Quite
apart from doing the taxpayers a service,
and my electors a service, by making these
complaints known, I am also doing the
Railways Department a service by drawing
attention to the inadequacy of the rail-
ways. to help it secure some money to
ultimately Pay for the £120,000,000 railway
concern we are to establish in this State.

In addition to the complaints I have
made about flooding, other complaints
have been made to me. But here again
the practical men on the railways can see
no danger. I have been told that if there
is a serious accident on either of the level
crossings at West Midland or East Guild-
ford there will be no way out for the
traffic on the southern side of the line.

People living in the area have suggested
that something should be done to estab-
lish an alternative to the level crossing, or
some way through what is known as Am-
herst Road to East Guildford in order that
the people concerned might not be held up.
It is no good anyone saying that accidents
do not occur at level crossings, because that
Is invariably Where they do Occur. As I
have said, if there are any accidents on
the level crossing to which I have re-
ferred there will be holdups for half a

day or a day at a time. In the interests
of the people who might be on the
southern side of the railway when these
accidents take place I would like to see
something done to alleviate the difficulty.

In addition to my complaints about
flooding, about noise, about dust, and
about badly-lit stations, I have also
received complaints that the driving of
Piles at the West Midland bridge has had
the effect of cracking some walls in the
residential area. People have taken me
into their residences and shown me the
cracks that have occurred In the walls of
their homes.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. W. A. Manning):
The honourable member has another five
minutes.

Mr. BRADY: I will not say that these
cracks are as bad as those that appeared
In the walls of the houses at Toodyay, but
I do notice that one lady has shifted out of
her house, and now there is a "condemned"
notice on that residence. Apparently the
walls cracked to such an extent that it has
been necessary to place a "condemned"
notice on the house.

Another old lady who drew my attention
to the cracking of the walls in her residence
told me that an officer had called on her,
and she was told that they were going to
see what could be done later on. Inci-
dently, this old lady told me last year that
timber was stacked in the front of her
house near the narrow gauge bank,
and she was afraid of a fire starting,
because she had no-one in the house to
protect her in the event of such a fire.

I wrote to the department of the lady's
fears, and the department said the matter
would be looked into. I suggested that the
timber be removed; but, lo and behold,
on a hot summer day one of the contrac-
tors set the timber on fire, and it burnt for
a week after! Here we had a fire right
alongside the residence of an old lady who
was a pioneer of the district, even though
she had asked for the fire not to be lighted.
Such is the approach of the American-
named companies and others to these old
people and their fears. I hope the Minis-
ter will have a look at that matter.

I noticed in The West Australian of the
10th August that a fear was expressed that
railway charges might rise soon. It occurs
to me that if the costs of the standard
gauge railway are to continue to increase
at the rate they have done apparently
since 1961, the Primary Producers will have
to pay extra freights, quite apart from the
road maintenance money.

my last remark will be that I hope the
Minister for Railways can see his way clear
in the future to try to bring the annual
report into the House at least at about the
same time as the Auditor-General's report,
to enable us to get up-to-date information.
Any figures that I have now have had to
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be taken from the commissioner's annual
report of 1964. I would Point out to the
Minister that road transport organisations
are providing five and six pamphlets a year,
as well as a most comprehensive document
dealing with all forms of road transport
throughout Australia from time to time.

One of these, strangely enough, has been
collated and built-up by Mr. G. H. Yates,
who is apparently secretary of the Inter-
national Automobile Transport Associa-
tion, which had a conference recently In
this State. This annual report of the long
distance transport association is about
twice the size of, and contains about three
times the information in, the report of the
Commissioner of Railways. Now that we
have £120,000,000 likely to be tied up In the
railways I would like to see us given twice
the information that we are now getting In
the report of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways.

If the Minister wants a6 clue as to what
Is being done, I sugguest he look up the re-
ports of the Commissioners of Railways in
South Australia, Victoria, New South
Wales, and Queensland. They are much
more illuminating, and much brighter, and
give a much greater coverage of informa-
tion than does our report.

The road transport document to which
I refer deals with motor transport, the
financial report of the Conmmissioner of
Railways, and the Departments of Rail-
ways in New South Wales and Western
Australia; it also deals with shipping.
transport, the stevedoring industry, the oil
industry, motor vehicles, consumption of
motor spirits, the Australian air service,
freight traffic, and similar matters.

If Mr. G. H. Yates. the secretary of this
association. can put out a publication of
this nature, I am quite sure that the Com-
miissioner of Railways and his officers can
do equally well for the railways in Western
Australia. With the money that Is in-
volved in railway activities in this State,
I feel we should have such information
available to us, and I hope that full re-
ports will be made in regard to fluctua-
tions in personnel, and in connection with
every other aspect.

I know the Minister for Railways claims
that he has saved some millions of Pounds
in the operation of the Railways Depart-
ment, but I know also that 1,000 employees
have left the railways. If we work that out
at £20 per week, it will constitute a saving
of over £1,000,000 in wages. It would
appear that now the department cannot
get sufficient employees to carry on the
services.

The CHjAIRMAN (Mr. W. A. Manning):
Order! The honourable member's time has
expired.

Progress
progress reported and leave given to sit

again, on motion by Mr. I. W. Manning.

METROPOLITAN REGION TOWN
PLANNING SCHEME ACT

AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2)
Introduction and First Read ing

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr. Lewis
(Minister f or Education) and read a first
time.

COAL MINE WORKERS
(PENSIONS) ACT AMENDMENT

BILL (No. 2)
Second Reading

MR. BOVELL (Vasse-Minister for
Lands) [5.21 p.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
tme.

This Bill has been passed in another place
and is on the file. I have given a copy
of my introductory notes to the Leader
of the Opposition, who has been dealing
with matters affecting Collie during the
absence of the member for Collie.

Certain concessions were granted to dis-
placed workers on the Collie coalfields
following upon retrenchments in the coal
mining industry in 1960. which took place
as a consequence of the closure of Amal-
gamated Collieries Ltd. One of these con-
cessions provided for a refund of contri-
butions to workers, who could not be re-
employed in the industry before the 28th
July, 1961.

It transpired that the number of men
required for the industry was greater than
at first anticipated, and members will
likely recall recent legislation amending
the pensions Act to permit repayment into
the fund of the amount received as a re-
fund of contributions in 1961, thus pro-
curing re-entitlement to retirement pen-
sion benefits under certain conditions for
some re-employed miners.

One of the conditions stipulated was
that a miner would require to have paid
contributions to the pension fund for an
aggregate period of 25 years. This re-
quirement was made because of actuarial
advice to the effect that every miner should
pay contributions for 25 years in order
that the fund would be in a strong enough
financial position to meet commitments
for future pension benefits.

Acting on this advice, the 1948 amend-
ment to the parent Act provided that any
worker who was first employed or re-
einployed in the coalmining industry after
the 7th January, 1949. would not be elig-
ible for age 60 retirement benefits if he
were at that date over the age of 35
years.

Those already in the industry prior to
the 7th January, 1949, retained their
eligibility for retirement benefits regard-
less of the 1948 amending Act and some
of these men, who were retrenched in
1960, will reach the retirement age of 60
prior to being able to complete 25 years'
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contributions. The fund has been operat-
ing since July. 1944, and any member
attaining the age of 60 before July. 1969,
would be unable to fulfil the 25-year period
previously mentioned.

Because of the unavoidable retrench-
ments in 1960, some were over the age of
35 years when they were re-employed a
few months later and, except for their
retrenchment, would have qualified for
benefits.

The purpose of this Bill is to remedy
this state of affairs by providing that any
person in the industry prior to the 7th
January, 1949-whose employment in the
industry was continuous except for the
brief 1960 retrenchment period, and whose
contribution Period was unbroken except
for that Period-will qualify for benefits
regardless of the normal 25-year contribu-
tion requirement.

Another amendment contained in this
measure has to do with the amount a
retired worker or his dependents may earn
from employment after retirement. The
present earning rate Stipulated in the Act
is an average of £5 per week. This rate
was in Conformity with the allowable
earnings of a married couple under the
Commonwealth means test in 1955 but,
as the rate for a married couple is now
£7 per week under the means test, the
unions at Collie have requested that the
allowable rate of earnings under the coal-
miners' pensions Act be brought into line.
The amendment contained in clause 2 of
the Bill lifts this figure of £5 to £7 ac-
cordingly.

Debate adjourned, an motion by Mr.
Norton.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

MR. NALDER (Katanning-Deputy
Premier) [5.26 p.m.): I move-

That the House at its rising ad-
journ until 2.15 p.m. on Tuesday, the
23rd November.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 5.27 pm.

{Crgislatu Counci
Tuesday, the 23rd November, 1965
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